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     Montgomery’s population in 1950 was almost the same as it is now, but it was 

declining.  Bucking the trend, in 1952 Henry and Hilda Godin brought newborn 

Brent Henry home from the hospital to their home at the bottom East Hill in the 

Center.  He was five when East Hill was extended to the new ski area, in second 

grade when it was paved, and almost a teenager when it officially became Vermont 

Route 242.  It was no longer the dusty, sleepy, dead end road of Brent’s early 

childhood. 

 

     Brent attended Montgomery Elementary School, a short walk, or bike ride, 

from his home.  He then went on to Enosburg Falls High School graduating in 1970  

the same year Montgomery’s modern population would bottom out at 651.  He and 

several friends enlisted in the Navy after graduation.  Brent agreed to a longer 

than usual service commitment of six years to ensure his career field and training 

as a Data Systems Technician.   

 

     Six years as a sailor was enough and Brent returned home eventually working 

and managing the Radio Shack store in St. Albans making it one of the most 

successful franchises in the country.  He worked there for nearly 30 years, from 

1978 to his retirement in 2007. 

 

     In 2010, lured by tales of monster fish, he moved to Washington State, and later 

relocated to Oregon.   While few trout escaped his tackle, he couldn’t escape the 

pull of family and friends in Montgomery and made his way back to our 

community in 2013, setting up residence just south of the Center, not far from his 

family home. 

 

     His service in Town government, and the community at large, includes the 

fledgling Rescue Squad, Selectman, Emergency Management and Disaster 

Preparedness Director, and Constable, a position he currently holds.  He’s the guy 

to call to report an infestation of white rats on Hill West – West Hill (true story), or 

concern for a neighbor’s health.   

 

     His technical expertise made him the go-to guy for lighting and sound for any 

event held at the Town (Grange) Hall or any other Town venue.  During the 1997 

flood recovery Brent went from home to home cleaning out basements, shoveling 

silt, disinfecting walls, doing whatever was asked of him.  Even now he’s always 

willing to lend a hand to anyone that needs help. 

 

     Community is more than the sum of its parts, and Brent is part of the special 

sauce that makes Montgomery unique, paved roads or gravel.  Thank you Brent. 
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