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Montgomery Planning Commission Minutes

Regular Meeting

Public Safety Building

August 8th, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Present: Peter Locher, Barry Kade, Alissa Hardy, Joe Sherman & Gwen S.

Guests: Emily Klofft (Regional Planning)

Meeting called to order at 6:02pm

1. Additions / Deletions to the Agenda
a. None

2. Approval of the July 13th 2023 Special/ Rescheduled Regular Meeting
Minutes

a. Alissa motioned to approve, Peter 2nd. All in favor 3-0.
Joe arrived at 6:09pm

3. Continue Discussion of Regional Planning Grant w/ Regional Planning
a. Tabled until September meeting

4. Continue Discussion of Town plan update, Review with Regional Planning
Chapters 3-7

a. Attachment A
i. Example for formatting style only, text & other updates not yet made

to document
ii. Barry noted each box should have a title

b. Attachment B
Misc. questions & comments throughout Chapters 3-5. Chapter 3:

1. Covered bridges - fact check needed regarding significance of
quantity in Montgomery vs towns throughout rest of country & state
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2. Barry noted preferred correction at top of town history “are an
important source in formation as well as cultural connection”

3. Joe noted there is a published town history we could include

4. Joe noted the chapter should start with a sentence such as
“Montgomery, like most of Vermont, was originally part of the
Abenaki Territory.”

5. Fact check needed - was Hutchens a hamlet?

6. Discussion of historical signage: with note of the ideals for better
signage & landmark designation for continuing the community
education of town heritage - perhaps future agenda item

7. Barry asked about the remote worker statistics. Emily noted the
most recent numbers are an average of 5 years, being 2017 - 2021.

8. Emily to check for more recent remote worker statistics

9. Pg.2 - remove “w/ support of the State” at the top paragraph

10.Alissa asked if we can add any notes of protection for abandoned
family graveyards on private properties? Emily suggested we add a
section noting the town could share with land owners details of their
properties if resources are available. Emily to look for resource to
location some of these small abandoned graveyards.

11. Emily shared as a general note the use of the words should vs shall

a. Shall = mandatory

b. Should = suggested

12.Pg.3 at bottom - change should to a shall

13.Discussion of general conservation areas, districts, steep slope
development & specific vistas. Joe noted the plane crash
monument area would be worth mentioning.

14.Emily noted if there are specific views or vistas that would benefit
from being protected from future large development - we could
describe them in the town plan. Several specific vistas discussed -
list to be generated by the PC.
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15.Chapter 4: Fact check needed - does the long trail pass through the
town of Montgomery? To be verified by Emily.

16.Discussion of general need to conserve and develop walking and
hiking trails throughout town

17.Pg.7 change to match w/ the town zoning & lower slope limits

18.Pg.8 Map - Barry noted to add links on map PDFs for higher quality
images & zooming in

19.Pg.11 Air quality statement needed - PC would like to add “The
town encourages the State to mandate injection manure spreading”
or similar

20.Pg.12 springs on 58 & Hill West, buffer areas for springs used for
drinking water should be added. Perhaps to match the buffers
noted in the State of Vermont Wastewater System and Potable
Water Supply Rules.

21.Pg.13 at top regarding wetlands, should be changed to shall. Joe
noted we could add graphics in the town plan noting the
significance of wetlands. Emily gave great example of one of the
Vermont towns that restored wetland areas in their village areas.
The recent restoration helped reduce the flooding impact of recent
storms. Wetlands are a natural sponge within the environment and
absorb massive amounts of water in storms.

22.Pg.14 Barry noted we should include a note on culvert sizing and
significance of upsizing. Comment on culvert sizing in reference to
the work done after the flood of '97 and how the larger culverts
have prevented washouts in subsequent storm events.

23.Emily to check if newer numbers than 2014 are available.

24.Emily to check on local match requirements and if max or min is
12.5% match.

25.Pg.19 Map to be developed, currently place holder shown

26.Pg.17 Fact check needed on Tyler Branch?

27.Pg.20 Graphics to be updated. Development areas with forest
blocks should match zoning. Joe asked the difference between
these and the ‘staying connected maps’ - Emily noted the Habitat



DR
AF
T

maps are a newer development on the older staying connected
maps.

28.Pg.21 Info on current fishing stock needed

29.Chapter 5: Still large data limitations

30.Pg.25 Rental rate shown doesn't seem correct - to be removed or
updated appropriately

31.Chapters 6 &7: to be continued as second august meeting

5. Short Term Rentals (STR) Zoning Updates & Conditional Use Applications
a. Definitions have been in flux
b. Clarifications to STR definitions will be adopted with new zoning

6. Public comment
a. None

7. Other Business
a. None

8. Items for next meeting agenda
a. Special meeting to be scheduled for August 23rd to continue Discussion of

Town plan update, Review with Regional Planning Chapters 6-7

Peter motion to adjourn, Joe 2nd: All in favor 4-0.
8:42pm Meeting adjourned.

Attachments:
a. Chapter 1: Introduction - Layout Sample
b. Chapters 3-7: Rough Draft


























































































