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Montgomery Planning Commission Minutes

Special Meeting

Public Safety Building

October 24th, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Present: Peter Locher, Alissa Hardy, Joe Sherman & Gwen S.

Guest(s): Emily Klofft (Regional Planning

Meeting called to order at 6:06pm

1. Additions / Deletions to the Agenda

One commission member resigned, open/ interim spot on commission

2. Approval of the October 12th 2023 Meeting Minutes

Joe motioned to approve as written, Alissa 2nd - All in favor, Approved 3-0

3. Open Seat on Planning Commision

A. Open seat leaves an interim spot until March. In March a public vote would
determine final candidate for filling the position

B. PC discussed perhaps not spending time on filling the interim spot as the Town
Plan is taking up a significant amount of time & is due in February.

C. Bringing in a new member would require them to play a lot of catch up

D. PC moved to table the interim position for now & proceed as a 4 some, pending
the comments of the select board

4. Review of grant applications due Nov. 1st 2023
A. Charlie signed, Peter to complete rest of application steps for posting

)
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B. Emily noted Regional Planning would determine grant awardees approx.
December

C. PC reviewed application documents, see attachment A
a. PC discussed changing application wording from Option - to study

possible area/ applicability of Neighborhood Designation areas (NDA)
b. Typically NDAs also have access to town water/ wastewater, which is a

pending project in Montgomery
c. Alissa made motion to use Regional Planning as agent/ consultant for the

grant
i. Discussion: Joe noted it may be worth working with consultants for

expertise /other experiences in other towns for wider vision. PC
discussed good experiences working with Regional Planning and
agreed Regional Planning would keep the project progressing,
especially if we can work with Emily - who has become familiar
with the needs and challenges of Montgomery.

ii. Peter 2nd, Alissa’s motion, all in favor, motion passed 3-0

5. Continue Discussion of Town Plan Update
See Attachment B - unformatted version of current town plan draft, formatted
version will be reviewed in November

A. Minor comments:
a. Pg.4 review of vision: Alissa suggests replacing one of the

“thrives” with a different word
b. Pg. 5 planning process - Emily noted a summary of planning event

was added as an attachment
c. Goals and policies, comments & items from previous meeting

minutes were added
d. Pg. 10 reviewed suggested edit to housing goal reviewed. PC

liked Emily's suggested goal wording. Minor typo noted at bottom
of page

e. Pg. 16 - natural resources #7, perhaps move to land use to have
any new development maintain a natural strip to rivers/streams

f. Pg. 16 - ridgelines, Emily noted they need to be added by next
meeting, perhaps they can be listed as an appendix. Wind
turbines, cell towers, development can be restricted, but not all
productive uses of the land. Development in ridgelines/ scenic
areas can somewhat be controlled with bylaw updates ie. building
heights & specific protection areas.

g. Add to implementation section a table that reflects timing
meanings of short/medium/ongoing
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B. Review policies & goals for energy chapter
a. Pg. 14 energy policies and goals, look good
b. Add to energy section of implementation table timing &

responsibilities
c. Pg. 19 energy implementon missing timing & responsibility - to be

filled in completely - #42 short , #41 ongoing, #40 ongoing, #43
short (Emily noted with the current MERP Assessments -
Municipal Energy Resilience Program - Montgomery is a priority
community) #45 short, #46 ongoing, #44 ongoing, #47 change to
maintain new one owned by town & ongoing, #48 road
commissioner, #49 planning commission & short, #50 & #51
selectboard, #52 ongoing. Emily to complete table for next draft

C. Discuss future development area(s)

a. Jumping to land use Pg. 55 - other pages have been largely
reviewed in previous meetings

b. Studying the potential for neighborhood designation area(s)
should be added to plan, to match modernization grant

c. Pg. 61 to add box(s) showing study area(s)near villages
i. These study areas will represent locations under

consideration from changing the zoning from rural
residential to village zoning. If future changes to the zoning
designations/ maps are made, a minor future amendment
to the plan can be made, simply to update zoning maps in
town plan

ii. Discussion of village study area(s) & rural residential study
area(s):

1. Old hamlet areas: Four corners on west hill rd,
hutchins & hectorville, hutchins bridge rd, making
these areas village zoning study areas may be in
conflict when there is not currently village zoning to
expand from

2. Lower land between 242 and hazens notch road
and south of 242, as well as between 118 & black
falls, as well as east side of 118 between both
existing villages, as well as hutchins may be areas
to study

3. PC determined the East side of 118, connecting the
two existing village areas, extending from Black
Falls rd southward to Rte 58 - would be an ideal
study area.
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D. Review Appendix A

A. Allissa noted, Appendix A groups previously thought no
longer active in last meeting - are still active & shall remain
in Appendix A. With exception to the Montgomery Town
Association, this group is no longer active and shall be
removed.

B. Adding to Appendix A may be the following groups:
a. Montgomery Smiles & Community Orchard

E. Collection of scenic areas to list within plan

1. Scenic areas to list in plan still need to be collected
2. Emily noted they need to be listed/ developed by the Nov.

14th meeting to be included in the Town Plan
3. PC members to take note of scenic areas around town

between now and then & develop a list.
4. Joe to reach out to local conservation groups/ members who

may have scenic areas to add to list
5. List may describe locations as GPS coordinates and

direction of gaze, or photo & location of photo taken

ii. Discuss warning schedule for new town plan

1. November meeting shall be final draft review w/ formatting
2. After any changes noted in the November meeting, PC shall

hold a public hearing for public review of the draft plan. This
hearing will have a 30 & 15 day warnings. Neighboring
communities, regional planning and the state shall have 30
day warning & public will have a 15 day warning. Alissa
noted we should offer a zoom meeting link for those that
would like to attend remotely.

3. After the PC hearing, minor edits may be made & the draft is
then brought to the select board.

4. The select board must wait 30 days before holding their own
public hearing. They must also warn their meeting with a
min. of 15 days.

5. Any select board changes are then finalized
6. Town plan expires Feb. 15th 2024
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6. Public comment

None

7. Other Business

None

Motion to adjourn,
8:15pm Peter motion to adjourn Joe 2nd - All in favor 4-0
Meeting adjourned.

Attachments:
1. Attachment A: Bylaw Modernization Grant Application Items
2. Attachment B: Current Draft Copy of Town Plan

3-0
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