Montgomery Planning Commission Minutes
Special Meeting
Public Safety Building

October 24th, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Present: Peter Locher, Alissa Hardy, Joe Sherman & Gwen S.
Guest(s): Emily Klofft (Regional Planning)
Meeting called to order at 6:06pm
1. Additions / Deletions to the Agenda
One commission member resigned, open/ interim spot on commission
2. Approval of the October 12th 2023 Meeting Minutes
Joe motioned to approve as written, Alissa 2nd - All in favor, Approved 3-0
3. Open Seat on Planning Commision

A. Open seat leaves an interim spot until March. In March a public vote would
determine final candidate for filling the position

B. PC discussed perhaps not spending time on filling the interim spot as the Town
Plan is taking up a significant amount of time & is due in February.

C. Bringing in a new member would require them to play a lot of catch up

D. PC moved to table the interim position for now & proceed as a 4 some, pending
the comments of the select board

4. Review of grant applications due Nov. 1st 2023
A. Charlie signed, Peter to complete rest of application steps for posting



B. Emily noted Regional Planning would determine grant awardees approx.
December

C. PC reviewed application documents, see attachment A
a. PC discussed changing application wording from Option - to study
possible area/ applicability of Neighborhood Designation areas (NDA)
b. Typically NDAs also have access to town water/ wastewater, which is a
pending project in Montgomery
c. Alissa made motion to use Regional Planning as agent/ consultant for the
grant
i.  Discussion: Joe noted it may be worth working with consultants for
expertise /other experiences in other towns for wider vision. PC
discussed good experiences working with Regional Planning and
agreed Regional Planning would keep the project progressing,
especially if we can work with Emily - who has become familiar
with the needs and challenges of Montgomery.
ii. Peter 2nd, Alissa’s motion, all in favor, motion passed 3-0

5. Continue Discussion of Town Plan Update
See Attachment B - unformatted version of current town plan draft, formatted
version will be reviewed in November

A. Minor comments:

a. Pg.4 review of vision: Alissa suggests replacing one of the
“thrives” with a different word

b. Pg. 5 planning process - Emily noted a summary of planning event
was added as an attachment

c. Goals and policies, comments & items from previous meeting
minutes were added

d. Pg. 10 reviewed suggested edit to housing goal reviewed. PC
liked Emily's suggested goal wording. Minor typo noted at bottom
of page

e. Pg. 16 - natural resources #7, perhaps move to land use to have
any new development maintain a natural strip to rivers/streams

f. Pg. 16 - ridgelines, Emily noted they need to be added by next
meeting, perhaps they can be listed as an appendix. Wind
turbines, cell towers, development can be restricted, but not all
productive uses of the land. Development in ridgelines/ scenic
areas can somewhat be controlled with bylaw updates ie. building
heights & specific protection areas.

g. Add to implementation section a table that reflects timing
meanings of short/medium/ongoing



B. Review policies & goals for energy chapter

a. Pg. 14 energy policies and goals, look good

b. Add to energy section of implementation table timing &
responsibilities

c. Pg. 19 energy implementon missing timing & responsibility - to be
filled in completely - #42 short , #41 ongoing, #40 ongoing, #43
short (Emily noted with the current MERP Assessments -
Municipal Energy Resilience Program - Montgomery is a priority
community) #45 short, #46 ongoing, #44 ongoing, #47 change to
maintain new one owned by town & ongoing, #48 road
commissioner, #49 planning commission & short, #50 & #51
selectboard, #52 ongoing. Emily to complete table for next draft

C. Discuss future development area(s)

a. Jumping to land use Pg. 55 - other pages have been largely
reviewed in previous meetings
b. Studying the potential for neighborhood designation area(s)
should be added to plan, to match modernization grant
c. Pg. 61 to add box(s) showing study area(s)near villages
i.  These study areas will represent locations under
consideration from changing the zoning from rural
residential to village zoning. If future changes to the zoning
designations/ maps are made, a minor future amendment
to the plan can be made, simply to update zoning maps in
town plan
i. Discussion of village study area(s) & rural residential study
area(s):

1. Old hamlet areas: Four corners on west hill rd,
hutchins & hectorville, hutchins bridge rd, making
these areas village zoning study areas may be in
conflict when there is not currently village zoning to
expand from

2. Lower land between 242 and hazens notch road
and south of 242, as well as between 118 & black
falls, as well as east side of 118 between both
existing villages, as well as hutchins may be areas
to study

3. PC determined the East side of 118, connecting the
two existing village areas, extending from Black
Falls rd southward to Rte 58 - would be an ideal
study area.



D. Review Appendix A

A. Allissa noted, Appendix A groups previously thought no
longer active in last meeting - are still active & shall remain
in Appendix A. With exception to the Montgomery Town
Association, this group is no longer active and shall be
removed.

B. Adding to Appendix A may be the following groups:
a. Montgomery Smiles & Community Orchard

E. Collection of scenic areas to list within plan

1.

Scenic areas to list in plan still need to be collected

2. Emily noted they need to be listed/ developed by the Nov.

14th meeting to be included in the Town Plan

PC members to take note of scenic areas around town
between now and then & develop a list.

Joe to reach out to local conservation groups/ members who
may have scenic areas to add to list

List may describe locations as GPS coordinates and
direction of gaze, or photo & location of photo taken

ii.  Discuss warning schedule for new town plan

o

. November meeting shall be final draft review w/ formatting

After any changes noted in the November meeting, PC shall
hold a public hearing for public review of the draft plan. This
hearing will have a 30 & 15 day warnings. Neighboring
communities, regional planning and the state shall have 30
day warning & public will have a 15 day warning. Alissa
noted we should offer a zoom meeting link for those that
would like to attend remotely.

After the PC hearing, minor edits may be made & the draft is
then brought to the select board.

The select board must wait 30 days before holding their own
public hearing. They must also warn their meeting with a
min. of 15 days.

Any select board changes are then finalized

Town plan expires Feb. 15th 2024



6. Public comment
None
7. Other Business
None
Motion to adjourn,
8:15pm Peter motion to adjourn Joe 2nd - All in favor 3-0

Meeting adjourned.

Attachments:
1. Attachment A: Bylaw Modernization Grant Application ltems

2. Attachment B: Current Draft Copy of Town Plan



ATTACHMENT A

Bylaw Modernization Grant

The average home purchase price in Montgomery has more than doubled in the last four years.
same time, there has also been increasing awareness that much of Montgomery's existing housin
is located in or adjacent to floodplains and river corridors, making it at risk in future flood events, In tl
midst of these events, there has been significant work to expand public wastewater service to the
Villages, a project that could result in more housing growth. There is a need to complete an in-de
review of Montgomery's bylaws around housing to ensure that the bylaws are supporting needed
growth. This project proposes to review and update the zoning bylaws to support housing choice and
affordability. |

The proposed project has two main focus areas, identifying areas to expand the village zoning distri
and clarifying regulations around short-term rentals. The first step of the project will be to conduct
constraints analysis of existing development constraints in and adjacent to the Village Districts. Bas!
this analysis and desired build-out pattern, the consultant and Planning Commission will work to 3
determine what additional area, if any, is necessary to permit further housing growth in Montgon
Villages while preserving natural resources. The municipalized housing target developed by the
Northwest Regional Planning Commission will be used to guide decisions on the appropriate an
developable area. Draft changes to the regulations will further address housing dimensional :
and short-term rentals to reduce barriers to housing affordability. A public workshop will be h
receive public input and feedback on these zoning changes.

The goal of this project is to support additional housing growth and prepare for the poten
development that a public wastewater system may allow. This project will expand upon t
work as part of the bylaw modernization consortium in identifying possible changes to di
standards, as well as the goals and policies identified as part of the major Town Plan update ¢

being completed.

Option- Neighborhood Designation Area (NDA): Neighborhood designation areas are a
state designation that can be applied to selected land within % mile of an existing Village Ce
designation. An NDA designation requires certain standards be met, including that zoning mu
four unit per acre, Complete Streets standards, and building siting standards. Areas with NDA
designation have certain Act 250 exemption, reduction in certain development fees/taxes, and
consideration for state grants. NDA designation is more complex than Village Center designation and
involves significant mapping effort. If the Town is interested in NDA designation, included is an )
additional workplan step that could be added to the grant. NDA designation would likely make the mc
sense if there is potential for wastewater infrastructure to extend beyond the Village Center designation

boundaries.




Task Name

Task Description Hours Rate Total
Conduct an analysis of existing constraints to
development in and adjecent to the Village 1 and Village
2 districts, with particular focus on flooding risk and
1 | Village Constraints Analysis | agricultural soils. 70 78 5460
Consider appropriate areas to expand Village Districts to
support additional housing growth, including a
consideration of sufficient development area to meet
the municipalized housing target developed by the
2 | Update Zoning Districts Regional Planning Commission. 20 78 1560
Hold a public workshop to review potential changes to
the zoning districts and zoning changes to support
3 | Public Outreach housing. 20 78 1560
Update zoning bylaws with a focus on barriers to housing
in the Villages including dimensional standards &
4 | Update Zoning Bylaws regulation of short-term rentals. 100 78 7800
$
210 16,380.00
NDA Designation Option
Task Name Task Description _ Hours | Rate Total
Neighborhood Complete application and mapping requirements
Development Area associated with Neighborhood Development Area
Designation Application designation application. 30 78 $2,340




ATTACHMENT B

Draft Montgomery Town Plan- 10.18.2023
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Vision

Our vision is of a future for Montgomery that is thriving, strong, and sustainable. Montgomery
will preserve its unigue character, history, and the natural environment thet is the heast of the
community. We envision a future with a str nd a vil

esidents and visitors can safely walk and bike. Resident Including seniors and young families
will have access to the housi infrastructure, and rtunities needed to live. work and

thrive in Montgomery, We will Brotect our woodlands and water resources to preserve their
health an uctivi r future generations,

Purpose & Authority
JTown Plan Isq,deun or mg future which i lsDut mseﬂ\erhthemidemuflhﬂm ‘n\ep_l
include goa i 350 he T g

the plan i

Econom nit Main Street, where

change. Additional reasons the Town has a Town Plan include:
* Providing additional inf 2nd data to guide decision-makers in developing new
policies.
* Identifying areas where additional study is needed.
*_Froviding a foundation for developing a capital program and ding the

zoning and subdivision bylaws.
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The Town of Montgomery s authorized to prep, and adopt 2 Municipal Plan vis Chapter 117, | Deleted: Aecommer uicigal plan are

Title 24 of the VSA ¢ Municipal and Regional Planning and Development Act]. Section e tents. hausig and popudaion pojections, and
4382 of the Act dictates required elements of the summarized in X ds i the Town and
= X — 2 = ! ;mwmﬂ-ﬁm&ﬂumﬂmllpﬁn
1. A statement of objectives. policies. and programs of the municipaiity to guide the future growth | w1t I speciant U v
“nd development of lind, public services and facities, 3nd 1o prolect the envronmEst. bl sdvorn okl
2 Aland use plan and mag, r-———————m ———:—l
_ A tansportation plan and | Deleted: what ne=ds 1o be inchuded in 2 plan. |
4. & gtility and facility plan and map | Formatted: Font 10pt e |
MMMM&MMM

histaric features and resources.
6. An educationsl tacillties plan and map,
7. & recommenged program for the implementation of the obiectives of the development plan,

& A statement indication how the plan relates 1o development trends and plans for adiscent
municipalities, aregs, and the TEpEion

4 Enepey olan,
. Hou, Elem

11, Economic Development Hlement.
12, Fload resilience plan,

The plan must be updated and re-adopted every eight years. and should be continually re- | Deleted: s aw s to age s
assessed to ensure it mests the needs of the community. [esidents, community groups, of
anyone with an interest in the Town is encouraged to provide input into this ever i

process to the M y Town g G ission at any time, | \
" | Deleted: This process shauld be ongoing, whereby the

Planning Process Pl anily the

The first Montgomery Town Plan was sdopted in 1574 and has since been amended seven ‘ e iy st il :‘"“‘.
times. The most recent revision began in 2023 and was funded by @ Municipal Planning Grant. ey =

n June 2023, the Planning Commission held 8 community outreach event where more then 23 e s |
residents attended and provided input on their vision for the future of Montgomery. & L e =0
summary of resident teedback from the event & incl in dix B to this plan. These

comments have influenced the goals and policies throughout this plan.

Community Profile

T'he‘lownufMontgumzr\rBmmmnmwmnmdmmtedwmh ] —
Franklin County. It is bordered by the following seven towns: Richford, Enosburg, and | Deleted: aignt ]
Bakersfield, (all located in Franklin County); Belvidere and Eden (both located in Lamoille S i

County ~ to the south af Franklin County); and finally, Lowsll and Westfield, (bt located in | Deletest:, = == .
Orleans Caunty — to the east of Franklin County). Montgomery covers 3 total of 57 square miles Deleted: , and say . ]
_ which includes the Trout River and numerous streams and brooks. This amounts to 8.2 | Deleted: il tree are |

percent of the total area of Franklin County.




Past, Present and Future Fopulation & Households

While Montgamery's population grew fram 1970-2010, it stayed relatively stable from 2010 1o
2020, This trend was also seen in Mantgomery's neighboring ies. Populstion grows or

ing commumiti
shrinks based on the number of people migrating in or out of 3 community, and from the

number of births and deaths of town resi

1o be decreasing prima rily due to residents Moving of

ut of town. This does not account for any

Impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on population,
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M 's i3t In 2010, roughly 10% of the inn wer wors, while
arly 30%. As resid t older, the community will to

in 20201t
their needs can be met. Argund 14% of residents have a disability and among senior residents
have a disabil
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Chapter 2: Goals, Policies and Implementation
Goals and Policies
One of the most important steps in developing a Town Plan is how the recommendations in the

’ Plan are to be implemented: Eoals, policies and actions 1o implement the plan are listed below. | Deleted: . Gouls and policies were wstablished for the
Folowing chapters of this Plan: 1

1
| Chapter 5: Archassiogical, Histaric, and Scanic Aetourcesy
f When combined together, the goals, policies and actions should support the “Visions for the Chaptes 6: Community Facilities

Future of Mantgomery” set forth by the Plan in the beginning. The Town Plan should also be Mum: ﬁmmm:m ‘
I compatible with other plans in the surrounding communities. | Chaptar 5: Economyq

Planning to address future needs and improvements can be facilitated by the development of a uwmm, 3 M,m,.,,_“,,.,

municipal capital plan to guide decisions typically over a five-year period. These plans can cover Chapter 15: Fiood Resiliency§
various topics such as detailing community-wide nesds and assigning a priority to address them LCopter J6 lamdiy - = |
to the scheduling of mai ce and imp as well as equip I { Daluted: i _J

Considerable expected capital expenditures are outlined in this plan. Capital funds have been i.m;x’” ":h"!':':""" %‘*WHE::
established to address these expected costs; hawever, ather creative solutions should be ompteh: et i I verkieinaliivdalntsd

pursued in order to keep the local tax rate from sudden significant increases. take time 1o scquire... |

Planning is an engoing process that will require the efforts of many different people. The Plan

will change over time jo best address the needs of the community, The Town should continus to | Deleted: snd these changes should be tak

encourage the involvement and input of residents addressing these goals, policies, and actions. E m‘:’”""““” pe=ds of the compmunity in the
ARCHAEOLOGICAL, HISTORIC, AND SCENIC RESD URCES

GOAL: TO RECOGNIZE THE ROLE OF MONTGOMERY'S ARCHAEOLOGICAL, HISTORIC, AND
SCENIC RESOURCES IN SHAPING THE TOWN'S PRESENT QUALITY OF LIFE AND FUTURE
OPPORTUNITIES

Policies

1. Protect sites of potential archaeological and/or historical significance

2. Promote co ity growth that mai the land use pattern developed throughout p—
the Town's history — villages and hamlets i by open agri i and forest land, | Deleted: denely cottiod villages
where appropriate for current envirpnmental conditions, | Deleted:

3. Promote the use of historic buildings for public purposes whenever feasible.

4. Preserve the scenic beauty and rural character of Montgomery's ridgelines, forests,

open lands, roads, and waterwaye d and i
5. Require new development to be located and dasi in 3 manner that minimizes its E N

impact on the town's identified scenic 18L0Urces. (e II:I:I]:M £ i



6. Limit clearing of exsting v ation on ment Sites EWE doved from implementstion. |

7 courage and promote the ion and rehabilitation of historic publi nd = [ — N
private buildings { |

MNATURAL RESOURCES

GOAL 1: TO PROVIDE FOR THE LOCAL GROWTH THAT IS COMPATIBLE WITH THE TOWN'S
NATURAL FEATURES INCLUDING SOILS, LANDSCAPE, WATER RESOURCES & WILDLIFE

GOAL 2: ENCOURAGE AND FOSTER A FLOOD RESILIENT COMMUNITY

GOAL 3: MITIGATE THE RISK TO LOSS THAT RESULTS FROM FLOOD EVENTS [Deleteeron ]
| Deleted: OF LIFEAND INJURIES

GOAL 4: REDUCE DAMAGES TO PUBLIC INFRASTUCTURE RESULTING FROM FLOOD EVENTS
THROUGH HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

Policies

1 Limit development in areas where soils have limited capacity to support structures
of filter wastes and in areas where the slope is grester than 15%

2, intain natural veg cover to the gr extent possible where
development occurs in Conservation Districts (Conservation | and Il)

3, Guide development away from productive agricultural or forest soils

4. Protect the water quality of the Trout River and its tributary streams by preventing
erosion zlong their banks and encouraging reduction of stormwater and agricultural
runaff and non-paint source pollution

5, Protect groundwater guality by regulating uses that could introduce contaminants
into the ground in the source water protection areas

6. Protect from development wildlife carridors, unique sensitive areas, and natural
communities that, it developed, would demonstrably reduce the ecological function

of haitat on the landscape scale., | Deleted: Uit the oss o¢ degradation of wildife

7. Development shall be designed and sited in 2 manner to limit the fragmentation of habiat by maintalning significant festures Inchiding |
arge bloch otc " forest to the g degree p S Mllmmlnﬂunlqmuniuln areas or natural

8 Prohibit land development resulting in the loss of wetland and fioodplain storage developmant that would demonstrably reduice the
capacity wlmﬂww landscape scale

9. Retognize the collective value in preserving natural resources throughout the town
and encourage good land stewardship practices among private landowners in
matters of soil health, biodiversity, and water quality




10. Ensure the conservation and proper stewardship of significant natural communities
and forestland

11. Avoid development and other encroachments — including fill, dredging, new
structures, parking areas, infrastructure and utilities — within mapped river corridors

12 Protect head and the ecosy they sustzin from risk of degradation; to
ensure high water quality, these areas shall ba principally maintained for forestry
and recreational uses

13. Incorparate vegetated buffers from streams, rivers and ponds into Montgomery's
oning bylaws in order to better protect water quality

14. Encourage flood emergency preparedness and response planning

15. Where development already exists in vulnerable areas, measures shall be taken to
protect people, buildings and facilities to reduce future flooding risk

16. New development shall be planned for and encouraged in areas that are less
vulnerable to future fiooding events

17. Discourage new development in the Special Flood Hazard Area and river corridors; in
areas where new development is allowed, it should not exacerbata fiooding and

fluvial erosion
1B. Encourage the protection and of floodpl and upland f i areas
that and mods fiooding and fluvial erosi ; where feasible floodplain
and ¢ fand in vul areas should be encouraged

HOUSING

GOAL: TO PROVIDE SUITABLE LAND AREAS FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT THAT WiLL
SERVE THE NEEDS OF MONTGOMERY'S CURRENT AND FUTURE RESIDENTS

G : PRESERVE EXISTING HOUSING STOCK AND DI A ION FROM

TRADITIONAL LONG-TERM HOUSING INTO SHORT-TERM RENTALS

Policies

1 Ensure adequate housing options for people of all income levels, ages, household types,
and preferences

2. Ensure that households and individuals with special housing needs, induding the
elderly, disabled, and low-income households are able to attain suitable and affordable

housing s

3. Allow only low-density residential housing in areas with municipal services, while Deleted: Fromote
promoting higher densities in parts of town with existing services or close to existing Deletod: and B
service boundaries e

4. Conserve, restore, and protect the vitality and quality of existing & ppreviously existing Deleted:

neighborhoods & hamlets.



. Allow for ive housing to p low-cost, low-impact, consolidated, and

resource efficient options.

. Accessory apartments are encouraged, as they p id ded income for the

homeowner and needed small apartments for residents living alone

ing should minimi Img-urnnhmmmmuﬁllﬁghquaﬂwdeﬂgn.
efficient construction, energy efficiency, and proximity to employment
Encourage land use pattemns which are inherently more affordable by nature of cost of
efficiencies associated with construction (e.g. shorter access roads, smaller lots,
proximity to utilities)

. Existing housing in the flocdplain should be flood-proofed for the safety of the residents

and the community,as a whole

ECONDMY

GOAL: TO FOSTER A DIVERSE AND STABLE ECONOMY BY SUPPORTING EXISTING ECONOMIC
ACTIVITIES AND PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW ENVIROMENTALLY SENSITIVE ONES

N MmN

Policies

Support and encourage sustainable and diversified businesses that supply local and
regiona! food neads

Encourage businesses that complement recreation opportunities within the town
Protect the vitality and importance of the villages as 3 community and regional asset
Er © ial di that supplies locsl needs for retail, business, and
personal services

Encourage and develop resources for home occupations

Encourage te ¥'s growing arts o

Encourage businesses and industries that use the skills of the local labor force

Create an attractive, safe and friendly village environment that invites and supports safe
pedestrian use, community events and an active lifestyle

LAND USE

GOAL: TO MAINTAIN MONTGOMERY'S RURAL CHARACTER AND SCENIC RESOURCES BY
ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT TO FOLLOW SUSTAINABLE LAND USE PRACTICES

Policies

1_Maintain the character of existing nei hoods and avoid p ial conflicts
between incompatible land uses
2. Explore gllowing for 3 grester density of development in and directly adiacent 1o

Deleted: vilsge
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existing neighborhoods or hamlets

3. Limit development on slopes greater than 15% and maintain natural vegetation on
slopes

4. Protect scenic ridges by limiting development above 1,600 ft. in elevation

5. Steer development away from areas where soils will not support it due to shallow
depth to bedrock, instability, or high water table

6. Protect public health, welfare, and safety by limiting development in the fload plain

7. Protect water quality by limiting development in Wellhead Protection Argas,
wetlands, and along stream banks

8. Conserve productive lands by accommodating development in areas apart from most
farming activity

9. Recognizing the community’s susceptibility to fiooding, new development shall

conform strictly to fioodplain regulations
10. Promote new devel, in areas of existing infy ture, such as roads, power,
and water.

11. Encourage sustainable agricultural and silviculturat practices to both protect the use
of tand and water resources, and keep a working rural landscape basad on a practice
of stewardship

12. Avoid fragmentation of large forest blocks of contiguous forests that provide both
economic opportunities for landowners as well as ecological and cultural benefits to
the community, including wildlife habitat, water quality maintenance and recreation

13. Promote anti-sprawl initiatives as a to the approp use of our
land resources

14. Promote the enroliment of productive farm and forestland in the current use value
appraisal program.

15. Promate, through incentives in land use regulations, the clustesing of residential
housing with the goal of preserving larger contiguous parcels for farming, forestry
and the rvation of g e

16. Inventory undeveloped scenic ridges that be protected

TRANSPORTATION

GOAL: TO DEVELOP_A FUNCTIONAL AND CONNECTED TRANSPORTATION NETWORK.

Policies
1. Protect the health, safety, and welfare of the traveling public
2. Promote safe, convenlent, economic, snd energy efficient transportation systems
including public transit options and paths for pedestrians and bicycles
. Promote transportation activities that respect the natural environment
4. Maintain the scenic character of the Town's rural byways
5. Support public transit efforts of the Green Mountain Transit Agency to increase

w




mobility and access of Town residents
Provide appropriate provisions for bicycle and pedestrian use on designated routes,
including sidewalks, paths, widen shoulders, proper signage and pavement
improvements, De X =
7. Maintain good quality, ssfe local roads and strests, sidewalks, bridges, and e =
equipment needed for their maintenance, | Debeted.
8. Recognize the link E land use and tation and coordinate
sportation impr to facilitate and o the desired type, -
location, density, and timing of local development, | Deleted:.

o

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

GOAL: TO LOOK AHEAD AND PREDICT FUTURE NEEDS FOR PUBLIC FACILITIES BASED UPON
COMMUNTIY GROWTH AND CHANGE

GOALS: TO PROVIDE MUNICIPAL SERVICES TO MEET THE NEEDS OF LOCAL RESIDENTS OF ALL AGES | Deleted: , OR ENASLE GTHER ENTITES
WITHOUT UNDUE OR SUDDEN IMPACTS UPON LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES

GOAL: TO PROVIDE PUBLIC UTILITIES TO SUPPORT CONCENTRATED COMMERCIAL, AND LIGHT
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT.

GOAL: TO CREATE A LEARNING COMMUNITY THAT WILL PROVIDE TOOLS FOR LIFELONG Deleted: OUR STUDENTS WITH THE
SUCCESS

Policies
. Pramote efficient and functional use of existing municipal buildings and facilities
Provide sufficient space and facilities to carry out essential municipal functions.
Provide a gathering place for the local population to address town business
. Conserve Montgomery's recreational resources, discourage incompatible land uses,
and protect the scenic qualities that contribute to recreation
. Promote recreational areas and facilities in convenient and reasonable locations for
the use and enjoyment of all residents and visitors
6. Promote the protection and maintenance of public recreation trails within the town
on private fand, including the Catamount Trail, a cross-country ski trail that runs the
length of Vermont
7. Provide space for gatherings, functions, and events to provide educational, social,
and civic opportunities to enhance ¢ ity invol t and identity

o

wn




8. Provide emergency services to protect the health, safety, and property of local
residents

9. Provide library services to enable M Y residents access to info
resources, and opportunities for personal and community enrichment

10. Encourage safe and affordable childcare facilities in the community

11. Protect the public water supply by restricting inappropriate development in the
source protection area

12. Operate the Montgomery Water System in an economic manner, while providing an
adequate source of good poatable water for the needs of the Village and Center

13, Promote the ion of telec ications and electric facilities provided that
i ture to develop these opp ities shall be located in appropriate areas;
respacting the integrity of residential areas, aesthetic concerns, and natural resource
Issues

14. Provide appropriate facilities and infrastructure for a variety of academic, athletic,
social, cultural and community activities

15. Broaden access to educational and vocational training epportunities for all ages

16. Ensure that both motorized and pedestrian access to school is safe and convenient

17. Support use of town lands, facilities, and resources for broad-based educational
experiences

ENERGY

GOAL: PLAN FOR INCREASED ELECTRIC DEMAND WITH THE SUPPORT OF EFFICIENCY
VERMONT AND LOCAL ELECTRIC UTILITIES.

GOAL: REDUCE ANNUAL FUEL NEEDS AND FUEL COSTS FOR HEATING STRUCTURES, TO
FOSTER THE TRANSITION FROM NON-RENEWABLE FUEL SOURCES TO RENEWABLE FUEL
SOURCES, AND TO MAXIMIZE THE WEATHERIZATION OF RESIDENTIAL HOUSEHOLDS AND
COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS,

GOAL: HOLD VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED PER CAPITA TO 2011 LEVELS OR LESS BY REDUCING
THE NUMBER OF SINGLE OCCUPANCY (SOV) TRIPS, INCREASING THE NUMBER OF
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE TRIPS, PROMOTING FORMAL AND INFORMAL RIDESHARING AND
PUBLIC TRANSIT RIDERSHIP,

GOAL: FOCUS GROWTH WITHIN AND ADJACENT TO THE VILLAGES.



Policies
1. Montgomery supports energy conservation efforts and the efficient use of energy across

all sectors.

2. Montgomery supports the reduction of P energy d, reduction of
single-occupancy vehicle use, and the jon to ble and lower-emissi
energy sources for transportation.

EX i1 y supports p and densities of concentrated development that result

in the conservation of energy. This includes support of public transit connections from
Montgomery to other parts of the region and considering access to public transit when
jewing Act 250 applicati

4, g Y SUPF the develog ‘anﬁsitingu!mnmueewnrrawmesinﬂle
Town that are in conformance with the goals, and mappi lined in this
plan. This includes language in the above mapping section about the preferred size and
colocation of solar facilities. Development of generation in identified preferred
|ocations shall be favored over the development of other sites.

5. Montgomery supports the conversion of fossil fuel heating to advanced wood heating
systems or electric heat pumps.

6. Montgomery will support local farms and the local food system.

Implementation

One of the most important aspects of 2 pl

i _plmis!ouemifymmegnlhaud
policies contained in this Plan will be i d. The imp ion Plan identifies actions
that the community should take to implement the vision, goals and palicies. Actions may take
time and require additions| funding to implement for each action the Planning Commission has
\dentified an expected time-frame.  The Planning Commission chall reevaluate this
Implementation Plan each year to progress 2nd to establish priorities of the coming
yEar.
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1
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Mwwwmmmh'rm Their
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Bcoun i they ate
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frem residents |s very useful in deciding what the mast
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future needs and improvements car be faciitated by the
| development of 8 mupicipal capitsl plan to guide decision
|Mm:mmmulmmmr
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| lished to hovwayer, ather
creative solutions should be pursued i order to kesg the
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| Deleted: over the next several years to implement

| gaals and policies in Chapter 3 #nd Montgomary's Vision in

| Chapter 2 Many actions will require funding and it may ke
Lirms 1o obtain finsncial resounces. Some actions may
racuire several yeari to implement.
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 ARCHAEOLOGICAL, HISTORIC, AND SCENICRESOURCES

15

4 Seek funding and resources to restore the Selectboard Deleted: 1 .[-__[u
Montgomery Grange. | | Deleted: identify ridgeiine: and revew proposen |
|  devel In order to minimize |
NATURAL RESOURCES --_""_"‘";E"i"i"‘“’”!".“"""‘" |
R _— ; PamiogCommisson | |Odew€s
vegefated buffer strip between any
devel and the shoreline of the
Trout and streams with an average
channe width of 10 feet or more i- ented [EKT1E: Coment bybiws requirein. |
8 Conduct 3 Natural Resource Inventory of Conservation | Commented [EK12R11: m,“,,,;m_‘.,—|
the town to identify impaortant natural Commission  thix- pe-seview S
resource features, including habitats and | Deleted:n e 1
natural communities, to assist the town In
! g for future devel,
10 Provide educational materials and Town Clerk, | I'.\;ug_s e e LT_-Z]J
assistance in planning to prevent or Conservation
minimize destruction of core habitat and Commission
wildlife connectivity areas
1 Promate enrollment of private forest
andfor agricultural land the Use Value
Appraisal program, as well as encourage
the application of voluntary Conservation
Easements on parcels of significant
resource value
1z Hold a community meeting to review the | Short/Medium Pignning Commission
new mapped floodplain and river corridor
areas once uﬂl&d by FEMA ) e =
14 Strengthen flood hazard bylaws to | Lone Planning Commission | Deleted: 13 [
increase public safety and reduce future o o — —
damage, Deletects . =
16 Maintain a current Local Emergency | Ongoin Selectboard, Fire Chiel | Deteted: 15 - Bl
Operations Plan [LEOP) and Hazard
Mitigation Plan



protected natural resource areas readily
ilable to il resid J of
their agents

Conservation
Commission

Incorporate hazsrd mitigation measures Onzoing Selectboar!
when developing improvements  or
sion to municipal infrastructure
it river cornidor and fioodplain
by watershed
organizations, the state and others
HOUSING
19 Support Hazard Mitigation Grants and | Ongoms Selectboard
other applications providing funding for
property owners 1o undertake flood-
proofing or to buyout flood-prone
properties
20 | Support ¢ efforts to educate homeowners | Ongoing Selegboard
and renters about flood mitigation and
flood safety
21 identify potential locations for additional | Medi Planning
atfordable and markel rate housing and Commission, tboard
work_with housing agency and private
developers to support trestion of houging. |
23 The Town should work with housing | Long thoard
agencles and others to investigate the
development of senior housing in the
village centers
]
ECONOMY
26 Maintain Village Center designations and | Ongoing planning __Commission,
encourage private landowners to utilize Selecthoard
the financial incentives of the program
LAND USE
28 Develop guidelines and eriteria to identify Medium Planning Commission
land that is physically capable of
supporting development
29 Mzke inventories and maps of all | Ongoing Town Clerk

17
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ES

Identity additional areas fgr residential
development _adiacent to the existi
villages to  promote ustering  of

residential housing and presecvation of
open space & agricultural soils,

Support grganizations that su |
term  viability of agricultural and
forestlands.

33

TRANSPORTATION

Evaluate the safety and flow of traffic at
the intersection of Route 118 and 242

Long

Selectboard

Work with VTrans and NRPC to assess the
parking and access management needs
along the Route 118 corridor in
Montgomery Center

Pursue funding to conduct a feasibility
study on providing pedestrian access from
Route 118 to the Public Works Building
and Library

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

AND SERVICES

Expand the public ssfety building to better
support its function as a Town Office.

37

Promote the use of the schools for adult
education and other community activities

38

Develop  Sofe Routes To School Program
through partnerships among schools, local
municipaities, parents and  other
community groups

Develop 2nd expand community ofchard

Conservation

Commission

nsider future for _the la

associated with the former Town Cleri's

Office/Post Office,

Selecthoard

S
T —



ENERGY

ogs
to encourage residents to participate n

ization progr

Montgomery residents.

;?

Promote the use of the residential and
commercial building energy standards by
listributing code information to permit
applicants.

r—"‘T\VM’I—,"‘_‘F—_ __—l__
i

41

Create an Energy Committee and/or
appoint an  Energy Coordinator 0
coordinate energy-related planning and
projects in Montgomery.

az

Investigate a revision to the zoning bylaw
to fncentive, through the issuance of a
bonus density, innovate design that
promotes  consefvation, electricity
generation, and compact development
pattemns.

LE]

Conduct an energy audit of municipal
buildings to identify weatherization
retrofits and incorporate the
recommendations into the municipal
capital budget.

Investigate the use of wood heating for
use in publicly owned facilities in
Maontgomery.

45

Promote and provide information about
the GoVermont website, or 2 similar
bel d 10

d which provides inf
citizens about ride share, vanpool, and
park-and-ride options.

Study creation of public transit routes in
Montgomery.

(Deleted: Efiency Vermont and siste wcome




a7

Plan for and install electric vehicle
charging infrastructure  on municipal
property.

Review municipsl road standards to

ensure that they reflect the “complate
streets” principles.

43

50

Review local policies and ordinances to
ensure that current and future municipal
water and sewer infrastructure serves
only areas in Montgomery where
relatively intense land development is
planned  (Montgomery Village  and
Montgomery Center Village).

Investigate the installation of 3 municipal
solar and/or wind net-metering facilities
to off-set municipal electric use.

51

Il of a com:

based renewablz energy project

52

Provide firefighters  with training in
fighting fires on structures that have solar
panels installed.




Chapter 3. Archeological, Historic, and Scenic Resources
GOAL: TO RECOGNIZE THE ROLE OF MONTGOMERY'S ARCHAEOLOGICAL, HISTORIC, AND
SCENIC RESOURCES IN SHAPING THE TOWN'S PRESENT QUALITY OF LIFE AND FUTURE
OPPORTUNITIES
Policies

1. Protect sites of potential archaeological and/or historical significancs,

2. Pror ity growth that ins the land use pattern developed throughout

the Town's histary — villages and hamlets separated by open agricultural and forest land,
where appropriate for current environmental conditiong

3. Promote the use of historic buildings for public p h feasible,

4._Preserve the scenic beauty and rural character of Montgomery's ridgelines, forests,
open lands, yoads, and waterways,

5. Reguire new development to be lpcated and designed in a manner that minimizes its
impact on the town's identified scenic resources.

6. t clearing of exsti ion on d nt sif

7 = m he and rehabilitati

private byildings

of historic Y

.

Town History

Across Vermont, there are archaeological sites from prior to European coloniration. Due to the
lack of written records from prior 1o Eurppean settlement and these sites cultural importance to
the Abenakl nation in Vermaont ntact archeologicsl sites are an important source of

information and should be protected A map of areas of possible archeological sensitivity is
included below.

The Town of Montgomery was named after Captain Richmond Montgomery, a hero of the
American Revolution, It was chartered on March 13, 1780. Montgomery is situated within the

rthern Green ins and is dominated by steep, fi d mountain slopes drained by the
Trout River and its tributaries. The first _Europsen cettlers who moved to the Town of
Montgomery settled along this area. Five small villages also ferred to as hamb 1l
formed along the river. These hamlets are known today as West Hill, Montgomery, Montgomery
Center, Hutchins, and Hectorville.

Spurred by and raw materials, the population grew steadily
until 1900, At this time, the population started to decling unitil the 1870’s, when it slowly started
to rebound, spurred by the development ol ski areas, Early economic activity in Montgomery

d on farmi '_Iugghg_andymllwuodrdﬂ:dhdustrﬁ.lsﬂl&lnﬂum‘iﬂ

hanged, so did e y's pop Singe 2004, Montgomery's economy has begun to
grow again due to the development of recreation and tourist industries and more recently, with

pat




can be found at the Momgomery Historical Societ
in the book Montsomery, Vermont: The history of a town by W. R Branthoover & Sars Taylor

The Town s interested in expanding histoticzl signage 1o better share the Town's history with
tesidents and visitors. |

the expansion of remote work that has allowsd new residents 1o move to Montgomery. Mare
Information about Monteomery's history be if e EOmery Society pr

Cultural and Historic Resources

Covered Bridges

Vermont regards its covered bridges as one of Its most treasured landmarks, The State has more
cavered bridges per sauare mile than any other state, and Montgomery has the most coverad
bridges of any town in Vermont. The bridges were cavered for two purposes: to protect them
from the elements of nature and to preserve the wooden trusses used in their construction.
Unfortunately, many of the states' covered bridges have succumbed to the forces of nature and
also to neglect. It Is vital that the Town Jake, active measures to preserve these valuable
landmarks.

The Town of Montgomery has six covered bridges that are considered historic sites: Fuller (1890),
Comstock (1883), Hectorville (1883), Longley (1863), Creamery {1883), and Hutchins (1883). The
Fuller Covered Bridge isalso lnmuwﬁfalumnmeﬁammwmisabum“
as West Hill or Crystal Springs. The Jewert brothers, Sheldon and Savannah, built all of
Montgomery's covered bridges between 1860 and 1890, They operated a sawmill on West Hill
which allowed them to mill the wood to their specific requirements. The prothers used their
trademark method to design the bridges, isking into account stress, wind and weight, First, the
main bearing beams were positioned across the stream onto 3 pier foundation on either end.
Then the lattice trusses were moved into pasition and the top beams tied. After this, the roof
was secured, The Jewett brothers built bridges that have lasted for over & hundred years. Al six
of these bridges are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The following chart gives
the lacation, type, the year built, 2nd crossing for the coversd bridges in Town:

oo 3 thilt from i greate |
#grester parcentage of

| Deleted: . Since 2000, we have seen a 1hift from i greater
pertentage of vacation homes 10 8 greater percentage af
The T, s H
infus af party of the and
Canads. This trend s Bhefy to continue for the forese=able
futwre. _

able future

 fotime. MR |
‘-Mnmmhn_ |

| Deleted: , with the sugport of the state, |
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Historic Covered Bridges in Montgomery

Name Location Type |Year numl Crossing

Fuller Bridge South Richford Road Town 1830 lack Falls Brook and
Montgomery Village Lattice Foulh Richford Road

Creamery Bridge |Creamery Bridge Road Town 1883 [West Hill Brook and
Montgomery Village Lattice Creamery Bridge Road

Hectorville Bridge |Disassembled, and in Town 1883 [South Branch of the Trout
storage awaiting a plan | Lattice River and the Gibou Road
for rastoration

Comstock Bridge |Comstock Road Town 1883 [Trout River and
Montgomery Village Lattice \Comstock Road

Hutchins Bridge  [Hutchins Bridge Road Town 1883 [South Branch of the Trout
Ll y Center Lattice and Hutchins Bridge Road

Longley Bridge  |Longley Bridge Road Town 1863 [Trout River and Longley
IMontgomery Village Lattice Bridge Road

Source: Montgomery Historical Society

Histonc Buildings
st, Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church and the Black Lantern Inn, are also listed on the National

D;hud:mw House (formedy the

Register of Historic Places, The St Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, also known as the Union
Church, was built in 1835 at a cost of three thousand dollars. Membership thrived at the church
until 1882 when, jt started to decline. By 1920, the church was no longer being used on a regular

basis and it began to deteriomats, On November 23, 1974, the Town of Montgomery formed the

Montgomery Historical Society lo save the historic building for future generstions. The Society

purchased the church from the Episcopal Diocese of Burlington for pne dollar. The church was
\ater renamed Pratt Hall in honor of one of the founders, Larry Pratt. All the necessary repair

work that was done on the building was funded through © ity donations and fund-raising
events, See Appendix A, \ Co ity Org jons for more on the Montgomery

Historical Society.

Smaller landscape features such as stone walls, old barns, outbuildings, corner stones, markers,
trees, and old apple orchards and lilac bushes planted around former homesteads have historic
value and jmportance, but these unfortunately often go unnoticed. These features say as much
about the region’s rural and agricultural heritage as many of its more readily recognized historic
|andmarks, but are often disturbed, d, or Jished without any thought. Recognizing
the need for mare public education, the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation
published Stonewalls and Cellarholes: A Guide for Londowners on Historic Features ond

]
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Landscapes in Vermont's Forests in 1954. There 2re also a number of, zmall shandoned graveyards
n Montgomery. The Town should work 1o provide information 1o property owners on these
Braveyards.

Cultural and historic resources are at risk of deg through improper earth resource
extraction. This includes the accidental destruction of buried arct gical sites and diminish
scenic qualities that may limit the future use of disturbed sites. Noise, dust, and increased traffic
on roads near extraction sites all compromise the rural character and sense of place the Town
enjoys. Earth resource extraction should be carefully reguiated to limit negative impacts.

Scenic Resources

(Delted: v sones

| Deleted: The Northwest Region m’\'vmﬂmh;hlr-mly

Scenic highways and corridors link natural, cultural, and i ces to the historic landscape
of the area. The I ch of Montg ¥ makes it an excellent place to live. M 1@ Y
#hould preserve scenic vistas. The scenic qualities of 3 forested ridgeline or hillside can be
compromised by poorly pl d devel such as i building placement, site
design, and excessive clearing. The Town should encourage innovation in design and layout of
development so that the visual impact can be minimized. The use of buffers and other
screening methods should be encouraged 1o help reduce the visual impact of development in the
‘town,

Montgs y shall take to ensure that its natural features are conserved. These natural

areas include the Trout River and its tributaries, its mountains such as Burnt Mountain, Big lay,
and Little Jay, as wall as farm and forest land. These natursl features play 2 big role in drawing

people to the area and they should nat be tompromised. The Town has identified a list of scenic

[esources that shall be protected in an Appendix to this plan.
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Chapter 4: Natural Resources
GOAL: TO PROVIDE FOR GROWTH WITHIN THE COMMUNITY WHILE MAINTAINING A
HEALTHY AND INTACT FORESTED LANDSCAPE WHICH SUPPORTS A STRONG LOCAL

ECONOMY, PROTECTS CORE WILDLIFE HABITAT AND CONNECTIVTY, AND MAINTAINS WATER

QUALITY AND KEY NATURAL FEATURES SENSITIVE TO ADVERSE IMPACTS OF DEVELOPMENT

GOAL: TO ENCOURAGE AND FOSTER A FLOOD RESILIENCY COMMUNITY

GOAL: TO MITIGATE THE RISK FOR LOSS OF LIFE AND INJURIES THAT RESULT FROM FLOOD
EVENTS

GOAL: TO REDUCE DAMAGES TO PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE RESULTING FROM FLOOD EVENTS

THROUGH HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

Policies
1. Limit development in areas where soils have limited capacity to Support structures or
filter wastes and in zreas where the slope is greater than 15%.
2. Maintain natural vegetstive cover to the greatest extent possible where development
accurs in Conservation Districts {Conservation | and II).
3. Guide development away from productive agricultural or forest soils.
4. Protect the water quality of the Trout River and its tributary streams by preventing

erosion along their banks and enc aging reduction of and agricultural
runoff and non-point source pollution,
5. Protect gr | quality by lating uses that could introduce contaminants into

the ground in the source water protection areas.

Pratect from develonment wildlife corridars UNiQue sensitive areas, and natural
communities that, if developed, would demonstrably reduce the ecological function of
hiabitat on the landscape scale. |

7. Devel shall be designed and sited in a manner to limit the fragmentation of large

blocks of contiguous forest to the greatest degree possible,
8. Prohibit land development resulting in the loss of wetland and floodplzin storage
capacity.

9. Recognize the collective valus in preserving natural resources throughout the town and
encourage good land stewardship practices among private landowners in matters of sall

health, biodiversity, and water quality,

10. Ensure the conservation and proper stewardship of significant natural communities and

forestland,
11. Avoid development and other encroachments — including fill, dredging, new structures,
parking areas, infrastructure and utilities — within mapped river corridors.

== L __Ed_.;,
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12. Protect h and the they sustain from risk of degradation; to ensure
high water quality, these areas shall be principally maintained for forestry and
recreational uses,

13. Incorporate vegetated buffers from streams, rivers and ponds into Montgomery's
zoning bylaws in order to better protect water quality,

14, Encourage flood y prepared and planning.

15, Where development already exists in vulnerable areas, measures shall be taken to
protect people, buildings and facilities to reduce future flooding risk.

16. New d shall be p d for and ged in areas that are less vulnerable
to future flooding events.

17. Discourage new development in the Special Flood Hazard Area and river corridors; in
sreas where new development is allowed, it should not exacerbate flooding and fluvial
erasion

18. Encourage the protection and restoration of fioodplains and upland forested areas that

and and fluvial erosion; where feasible floodplain
restoration and conserved land in vulnerable areas should be encouraged.

Environment of Montgomery

Though once standing higher than the Rocky i
Around, 4,000 feet. The Town of g yisjtis
slopes that are drained by the Trout River and its tributaries.

's Green h

Piosphere
Mcnmomu\rnesalmmmemuiono{m" physical regions, the

lain Valley and the

Northern Green Mountains. Thousands of years 2go, as the glaciers retreated to the north, the |
Champlain Valley was lying under the fresh water glacial Lake Vermont and then later, the salt
water of the Champiain Sea. The water had a profound impact on the soils found here today, |

with the retrest of the glacier leaving gravel and rocksin streambeds and clays and fine

now stand §
ded by steep, forested mountain
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Deleted: |

in lake bottoms. As the glaciers retreated, salt water flowed in from the north, converting the
|ake to a smaller sea and depositing the sand we can find mixed in the soils today. The underlyi

1 e othier important nutrients into the sofl,
| making it very fertile. Glacial rebound gradually diminished
the inland reach of the tes watss to its present extent. The

| :
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bedrock is composed of carbonate-rich rock with some quartzite, which makes the soil very

fertile. , Over time, the ancient sea was eplaced by the fresh water of Lake Champlain. Today, -

the Champlain Valley is low, warm, and comparatively dry.

In compatison, areas of higher elevation, within the Champlain Valley were not flooded by either
Lake Vermant or the Champlain Sea, but were scoured by the glaciers as they retreated north.
This Ieft the giacial till that the soils in these areas are made up of. summer temperstures in in
the h Green hysical are often 20 degrees cooler than the Champlain
Valley. The Northern Green Mountains have the shortest growing season, and the coldest winter
temperatures in Vermant are found on northern slopes. Annual precipitation can alsa be much
greater, raceiving up to twice as much as in the Champlain Valley.

7

122 Wik off from the 5t. Lawrence Seaway,
| and in tirme the salt water wes _|
| Deteted: The hills |

| Deleted: The ot found on hilltaps have misch in camman |
with thase found n the Norther Green Mountains. Today,
the Champlain Valley is low, warm, and comparatively dry.

| Tine soila, chmate, and hirve moTe in common

| with the kowlands surrounding the Great Lakes than the

| Gesen Mountains.

| Deleted: 1

: |
Bt L -

| Deteted: The present farmatian of the Greems i the result |
of glacial d the older ;

s_-mdh:mu—um:op\_: WATE 30




Topography

The majority of Montgomery's land area consists of ypland areas (areas of 1,000 feet or more in
! ), Including r hilltops, and ridge lings. Many of these are highly visible from

public ge points and it significantly to the Montgomery’s scenic beauty. These
areas also include drainage divides, steep siopes, shallow soils, and exposad, fractured bedrock.
These areas are important for upland drainage and groundwater recharge. They also support
significant wildlife habitat, forestry, and outdoor recreation but they generally prevent all but
low-density development,

Slope is one of the most important factors that d ing if the area is suil for devel

The Natural Resources Conservation Service ides general guideli for slope
imitations and these are listed in Table 18. The slope of an ares should be considered when
deciding if the land Is capable of supporting potential development. Map XX shows areas of
Maontgomery with slopes sbove 15% and 20%.

| Slope Classifications
3% generally suitable for most types of development but may require drainage

3-8%  most desirable for development because these areas generally have the least
restrictions
15% suitable for low-density development with particular attention given to erosion|
control, runoff, and septic design
15-25% unsuitable for most types of d lop: and septic
costly, erosion and runoff problems likely
>25%  All development shall be prohibited,
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Soils

Soils are the primary environmental factor that governs the use of land in rural areas. Four
characteristics are of concern when doing land use planning: bearing capacity, erodibility,
drainage, and resource value. The Town's farms gepends upon the availability of high-guaiity
soils in large, adjoining parcels to allow for economical hay and field production.

JThe Natural Resources Conservation Service provides soil survey information; mapsanda
description of each type of soil can be found in the Soil Survey of Frankiin County, Vermont and
onling on the NRCS's Web Soll Survey. Jhe soil survey is a tool that can be used to Inform

dedision making on agriculture, development and infrastructure,

The Town of Montgomery is home 1o sails that formed in glacial till in the Green Mountains and
on uplands. The most common soil assodations that are found in Montgomery are the Lyman-
Marlow-Peru association and the Peru-Marlow association. These upland soils may creste
restrictions for develo, nt.

Primary agricultural soils, as defined by Vermant's Land Use and Development Law (Act 250),
include soils which, based upon their chemical and physical properties, are considered
especially suited for agricultural use. Because of thelr J alities, however, these soils
are often also considered the best suited for devel ent. These must be carefull

balanced. Primary agriculturs! solls in Montgomery are primarily located along the lower-lying

2reas adjacent to Vermont 118

| Delotedt most important =
|Mm;u&nﬁa¢mﬂnh&uﬂm.hm
temparition, and suitability for various types of
development.

'-HM._za_h';{m-hn- il interpretation sheet that
deseribes the properties and the suitability of the soil for |
m“m.

| Deleted: such as: =

| Deleted: cashetping farmers focate the best lond for
crops and pastures; 9 |
hal) locate areas of |

‘ bsaments, sagtic tank dipasal fields, and sssociates
s

helging engineers in planning the best location far
Pighwarys, busidings, and the like; snd 1
mwumu—mu economical,
aftractive, and trouble-free developments. §

Becaune soils wary widely in thew petential for major kend
s, the sod survey mags shouid be caretully looked at
wwhen deciding what the lind should be used for,

The genesal soil map shows the soil assaciations that
reprEsent a distinet type of sail lendscape for sach tewn

| in Frankin County. ;
'mm-ummm-m-ump
high and few i for producing food,

feed, forage or fiber crops: and "good™ 1o of statewide
Impartance that have good potential, but one o mare
mm‘mmtmuamkznfma-Mrumrz
mare careful management. The Vermant Agency of

e U “local” soils with agra |
potential, but which sre not regislated undes Act 150, This ‘

does nat comsider location, .
#nd parcel siz=. Prime, statewide, and local agricultural soils
| mﬂmmlummqﬂhﬁ Mu




A1 EHTN Y

!

31




JFarth Resources

Earth resources, lndwmnwmmdepnﬁu,mmﬁmwwm especially
because of their use in road maintenance and construction. As Montgomery develops, more of
i earth resources will be needed to meet its infrastructure needs The extraction of thesa
resources can cause a problem if they are located in rural areas where residential development
Is increasing. Improper or excessive extraction can damage cultural resources, natural
resources, and scenic resources of the area. Extraction of earth resources should be carefully
managed to avoid these outcomes. |

Air Quality

Alr guality is generall in Vermon ially in rural communities such as Mont

Mator vehicles are the largest source of air poliution in Vermont, which can creat; alizy

reas of poor air gual ere traffic is congested. Air quality can also be impacted weather

tterns which car llutants, such as smoke, from other areas. All efforts chould made tg

maintain good air guality in Monteomery. The Town encourages local farms to yse liguid

manure injection to reduce the impact to loca| air quality.

Water Resources
Surface Waters

Montgomery's waters offer scenic beauty, recreational opportunities, and lvelinood to the

residents and visitors.
h Montgomer . Jtis one of the

JThe Trout River, a tributary of the Missisquoi River, runs throug K ¥
mas) valuable natural and cultural resources in the Town and is an _jmportant location for
recreational activities. The Trout River, al ide the u rtion of the Missi i River, ar

the gnly rivers in the state who have recel “Wild and Se ivers” designation from th
National Parks Service The designation recopnizes th outstanding scenic, recreational and

natural resource value of the river. This dedignation encourages river management that crosses

litical boundaries and promotes public participation in de ing goals for river protection. In
ddition, it enables sccess to federsl lunding for proj 1o preserve the recreational, scenic
historic, cultural, natural, and logic ri rces of these rivers. ould be noted thal

designation neither prohibits development nor gives the Federal government control over
private property; recreation. agricultural practices, development and other uses are permissible
n this designated area.

Town, but also it has the potential to directly affect the Missisquoi River Deita and

Maintaining the quality of the Trout River is of extreme importance. Not only does it affect the .
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\n addition Lo its tivers and streams, Montgomery, is home 1o, swimming Jioles which offer great

rec PR ities for resid and visitors alike. Most swimming holes are located on
private lande and are enjoyed only with permission of the property owner. Where possible, the
Town should take steps 1o ensure continued access 10 swimming holes, such as n iating land
easements,

Ground Waters

Groundwater is the source of over 90% of the drinking water for rural areas in Vermont. It is
replenished through rain and surface water that percolates down through the soil. Risks to
groundwater are associated with human activity in the vicinity of the aquifer. |

Groundwater is a critical resource that must be managed effectively. The Vermont Agency of
Natural Resources identified the following a5 potential threats to g | resgurces: animal
feed| ilizer applications, irrig practices, land application, landfills, material stockpiles,
pesticide applications, pipelines and sewer lines, septic tanks, surface impoundments, and waste
piles. As described in the Community Utilities section of the plan, Montgomery does have public
waler supply that should be protected.

Natural Springs
& number of Montgomery residents rely on na ural springs as 3 watef $oUrce. Spring
especially susceptible to contamination from surrpunding land uses. The Town SNCOU3EES

cooperation with private landowners to protect these water sources. The Town could consider
adopting a spring overlay protection district to prevent development that would negatively
impact these natural springs.

Wetlands

Wetlands are areas of land where soils are saturated with surface or groundwater frequently
enough to support specific types of vegetation that require these conditions for growth and
reproduction s wetlznds have been well documented as serving critical ecological and
socio-economic functions. Jn the Town of Montgomery, there are 507 acres of wetlandsg, which

is roughly 1.7% of the total land cover in Town. Wetlands serve many different functions which

are Jisted below,

. Mﬂmm"amuﬂmmwsslwﬂm waters, provide flood storage,
and reduce peak flood levels,
» Shoreline Anchoring: wetlands provide erosion contral,

« Water Quality. wetlands process hesvy metals, pesticides, and other toxic substances and
they remave nutrients from run-off water (ie. agricultural run-off},

» Habitat: wetlands provide habitat for a wide variety of plants and animals including a high
number of threatened or endangered species,
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* Sodo-fconomic Value: wetlands are utilized by h for their , scenic, [ Deletete
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Floods are inevitable and uncontrollable natural events which occur sporadically and affect lands | Deleted: |
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Hoodplzin

Floodplains, lands adjacent to watercourses, are periodically inundated by heavy rains or during
wfmmmwmimmsmnnammmmhﬁuemmnm b

stage, Floodplains make excellent agricultural land but are poorly suited for development, FEMa f'b&.hggmﬁmm;__
has devel s of floodplains in Mont; these maps are expected to be ated in

2023, Montgomery has 550 acres of mapped fioodplain, which is roughly 1.5% of the

community's total land area. Like many towns in Vermont, Montgomery's villages are partially in

the floodplain and are therefore very vulnerable 1o increased flooding
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channels and remaving et fr i hias duri
events and increased risks of erosion. Development in the floodptain or river corridor decreases

arez avaitable for r t t at high risk. Attem|
development by raising buildin g5 with fill can also result in worse fioods downstream.

Currently there are 103 structures within the FEMA-mapped fioodplain in Mantgomery, which
mpmuﬂ:d!danmmmmmemmnﬁv. Sixty-nine percent of these structures are
residential dwellings. Oy f buildings within th = d SFHA are required to carry flood

i 10 get a federally backed mortgage. According to FEMA's Nationsl Flood :
ngramasufMarth3L10M.ﬂ|e1wnnlummmervhadmlv31ﬂoodinwmmpoﬂduin
force. The cost of flood Insurance can be prohibitively expenyive for many residents and business
MM .

In t years, the Town waorked to identi up-size cri culverts to reduce the
severity of fipoding and its impacts on infrastructure, improving bridges 2d working with UVM
nd NOAA to examing il monitoring the Trout River,

3 NE] M also follo
ini res unities take to reduce fipod-related risks and pr
emergencies which are:
L o e most current Town and Bridge Standar Virans b
Handbook for | s).

2 Adopt flood regulstions that meet the minimum standards for enrollment in the
Nationa! Figod Insurance Frogram.

nuall opt and maintain a Local Emergency O rations Plan (LEQP).
4. Adopt 2 FEMA-aporoved Local Harard Mitigation Plan.

As & result of these actions, Montgomery is eligible for the smallest local match requirements

.5%) for ir to municipal Infrastructure after a declared di T,
To further protect the communit inst flpoding 1k Mnnug‘gxmmgg
to infrastructure and investment.
. N ! : include;
s __Pr ition = thi it I in the £ d
Querlay District,

35




| Deleted: o
| Deletedo =
] | Deleted: ]
*__ Consider r tions t upstream we! 3

More information on dissster planning and priority infrastructure improvements can be found in

the Mon! Local Hazard Miti n Plan,
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Forest Resources & Animal Species

Approximately B4 percent of the Town is covered in forest land, These forest lands and
associated habitat are part of the important “Cold Hollow to Canada” habitat connection
batween northern New York and forests in Maine & Canada. Preserving these connections that
Allgw the movement migration, and dispersal of 2nimals and plantg is ¢f ucial in maintaining
biclogical diversit Jong-term visbility of breeding populations in the face of dimate

Significant Wildlife Habiat & Rare Species

Mant;

B y's resid are fi to share the © y with a variety of animal species
that depend on a variety of habitat types—and ity b f for their survival,
Maintaining viable ! mmmhkanimmnlgmldmmm

achieve this, residents and local officials should understand the habitat needs of different
species, where those habitats are found in the community, and how land use and human activity
can best be guided so that the function of important habitat is not diminished.

Major Events 1288 1895 1837 1973 1576 1983

| 1827 011

| Minor Events 2002 2006 3007 2018
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Timeline of flood events in Montgomeryq
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protection,

There is an of deer 'g areas identified in the heavily forested areas of
the Town. Large, gt i g areas exist along the Trout River, Careful
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these areas is of extreme importance in order for the species to thrive.

Black Bear Habitat.

Black bear prefer mountainous and forested landscapes just like those found on the slopes of the
Green Mountains. The location of most bear habitat is in eastern portion of Frankiin County; the
entire Town of Montgomery has been identified as potential habitat. Black bear have a
significantly farge home range and because of this, their survival rate decreases when larger areay,
of forest are divided into smaller aress due to development, In addition to needing large blocks
of un-fragmented forests, bears are especially dependent on concentrated stands of mast
producing trees that provide concentrated fruit or nut production.
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Both deer g areas and productive/! | bear habitat cover Montgomery's landscape. ,
town should encourage the of these habi where they occur—in a manner that
does not threaten the ability of the habitat to suppart these desired species.

Threstened and endangered species are protected by Vermont's Endangered Species Law (10
V.5.A section 5401 et. seq.). The Vermont Non-Game and Natural Areas Program maintains an
inventory of the locations of rare, or d plants, and natural
communities. The precise locations are made ilable to town pl hough they are not
published or made available to the general public. Endangered and threatened species are
presently mapped in town in areas associated with the high elevation natural communities of the
upper elevations of Jay Peak and along the town borders with Lowell and Bakersfield.
Subsequent additions to the Non-Game and Natural Areas inventory should inform planning and
development decisions in town to conserve of otherwise protect those species and the habitats
necessary for their continued survival.

Habitat Blocks & Corridors
As noted throughout this section, sbility to travel scrass blacks of core habitat within a landscape
d
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Even low densities of development lead to the fragmentation of these habitat blocks Forest
P p e 2 ;

fragmenta Hecls water quality, fish and wildlife populations, and the biological heaith znd
méy be as dramatic 2s one large loss. Fragmentation results primerily from the construction of
roads and sssociated development and can result in 3 disruption in animgl travel, promote the
Invasion of exotic vegetation, expose interior forest habitat, ang create more confiict pgints
between people and wildlife,



There s some evidence of development pressure \eading to forest fragmentation in

Montgomety. Accarding 10 analysis of the Grand List conducted by the Vermant Council on Rural
pevelopment, the number of scres in yndevelo wondlands parcels has decreased 6.8% from
2005 to 2020. However, the number of large parcels, 50 acres Of greater has staved similar. This
sugmests that residents are developing low-density residentizl or seasonal uses on existing
parcels, but that these parcols arg et o=
generally not being subdivided for ST e
more intensive development.

Identifying and working to conserve

large _undeveloped habitat areas =

should be a priority for the Town. .

Where development impacts habitat |

areas, development should be sited iy -

at the edge of the forest and include B i

the shortest road or drivewa feasible | . S

1o limit impacts. ‘ - - -

Outdoor Recreation
] and devel y's natural beauty and resources for recreational
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purposes is an important part of the Tawn plan. Montgomery has some of the most beautiful
hiking, hunting, and fishing aress in the State and the Town should make & concerted effort to
preserve these.

»  Water quality, for swimming and fishing, should be protected against adverse impacts

from adjacent to and rivers.
« Commercial devel t that compromi recreational resources should be
discouraged.

» Montgomery should encourage the development of recreation areas in the regions
defined as sultable in the land use plan, aslong as appropriate standards of attractiveness
and supplemental protection are maintained.

Currently, the Recreation Board manages the Town's formal recreational activities. They work
with other volunteer groups in town to provide and maintain recreational facilities for use by the
entire town, |
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Wildlife recreation ncludes activities such as hunting, fishing, trapping, and wildlife viewing. The
Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife administers Avery's Gore_ located in the southern part
of the Town. It contains a total of 259 acres and has many different types of game available for
hunting., incuding black bear, deer, wild turkey, gray squirrel, rabbit/hare, partridge, and
woodcock. Potential users of the ares are for making th familiar with all
fules, regulations, and restrictions before they can hunt or fish. |

Outdoor recreation activities include skating, downhill skiing, cross-country  skiing,

biling, hoeing, hiking, swi E biking, and road biking. Within the
barders of Montgomery, there exists Little Jay (elevation 3180 feet) and Big Jay (elevation 3780
feet). There are several natural swi g holes in M Y- The Trout River, with its Wild
& Scenic desij i although work is needed 10

festore water guality,

Jhere are several public and private recr to the

The Hazen's Notch Association maintains sbout 40 miles of trails on over 2,000 acres. These
trails are used in summer and fall for hiking and in winter for cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing. The Association acts both as a local land trust for the Town of Montgomery, as
well as a stewardship partner with other regional and statewide land trusts. The 300-mile
Catamount Trail is a winter-use cross-country ski trail that passes through Montgomery as it
traverses the length of Vermont from Massachusetts to Canada.

The Covered Bridges § bile Club maintsins an ' bile trail L
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throughout the town and works with landowners to maintsin these trails and the permission for
use by snowmobilers,

The Long Trail extends the langth of the Stata of Vermont fram Massachusetts to Canada and

Maved down [3]: The Towns of lay and Westfield, |
locatad to the east of Maontgamery, are home to the lay

| Poak Ski Area [elevation 3861 feet) which oifers dewnhill

SKANE. tros-country sking. and srowbcarding. fay Pask I+
#n important L f th J

briefly passes through Montgomery. The loeal chapter of the Green M Cub
hiking tralls associated with this trail. Hiking is possible throughout the Town and there are many
trails for people to enjoy. .

Catamount Trall is 2 300-mile, winter-use trail @pen to the pubiic for skiing and snowshoeing.

h taye fi e omery, &z home 1o the Jay Peak
Ski_Area (elevatio _f ich _downhill _skiin, ry_skiing, =n
SN0 rding. Jay Peak Resort own: [0 2 B, ich1 es will remain

forever wild by Jay Peak's choice and 1,100 of which is to be used for some type of development
based on the Jay Peak Master Plan,
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the lay Peak Ski Area brings in more potential tourists to
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GDAL: TO PROVIDE SUITABLE LAND AREAS FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT THAT WILL SERVE
THE NEEDS OF MONTGOMERY'S CURRENT AND FUTURE RESIDENTS

GOAL: PRESERVE THE EXISTING HOUSING STOCK AND DISCOURAGE CONVERSION FROM
TRADITIONAL LONG-TERM HOUSING INTO SHORT-TERM RENTALS

Policies
1. Ensure adeguate housing options for people of all income levels, 2ges, household types, 1= _~N
and preferences | Deleted: |
2. Ensure that h b and indi with special housing needs, incl ding the R ——— il N B 1
elderly, disabled, and low-income households are able to attain suitable and affordable | Deleted: barccapped |
housing
3. Allow only Jow-density residential housing in areas without municipal services while [ Deleted: promote ]
promating higher densities in parts of town with existing services or close to existing [ Deletand ___'|
service boundaries i = F
4. Conserve, restore, and protect the vitality and quality of existing & previousiy existing — -_=_ ==
neighborhoods & hamlets | Deleted: |
5. Allow for innovative housing to promote low-cost, low-impact, consolidated, and - = -y
resource efficient options.

6. Accessory apartments are encouraged, as they provide needed income for the
hemeawner and needed small apartments for residents living alone

7. Affordable housing should minimize long-term living costs through high quality design,
efficient construction, energy efficiency, and Pproximity to employment

8. Encourage land use patterns which are inherently more affordable by nature of cost of
efficiencies associated with construction (e-g. shorter access roads, smaller lots,
proximity to utilities)

9. Existing housing in the fi should be fiood-proafed for the safety of the residents | Deleted: Vilsge =1 _| |
and the community as a whole | Commanted [EK26: Did not fnchde changes from |
exintmg plan a5 this section |s mainly dats 3

- ERZTR261: Thi sction could be n sidebar. |

,Chans,zmPcpu!ation,Humhalds.and!—lousingunm Deletedt Aequate and affordable housimg s an =
concern in every can be seen

| #croas Franklin County i the supply and demand far

| affordable housing. Towns that ste ocated in the southern
the=r of the County, closar to Chittenden County have 3 |
relatively it tami the County

| median income. Therefore, there s little housing that would
e affo b ) Lounty median

| '-:umc.'lmﬁnmmeruunnm:. often provide

2 fang= portion of the Region's afiordable housingy) |




T last ulation in_Mon! ery has relati the

number of households has
Population of Montgomery, Vermont In 1% last 10
(1800-2020) i houss in 1. The
" number is i 5l
flat tion use
0 household sizes are getting smaller.
Just of househol have
1000 childr The o of
Seniof 1 163 from
00 I Ll in 2010 to roughly 30%
in 2020.
0
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According 1o t Gran
there 636 resi ial in Montgom itable for r-round tion, while
there are 85 units are only suitable for al use. Accordin e rican Communk
of all units are I ] there is ial in t
markst for seasonal I- that ased d for hom
id red availabi ar-
In_recent years, the number of properties rented out for short-term rentals has increased.
Currently, no listor 1] = making it difficult ¢ ntify t mber
or pot i The T: 1o conti manitol of short-term r on
the ho! market no ery.
The number of residential properties serving as the pricary residence far Montgomery residents
omestead rate} is §1% of all resi i i ich is sl than it wasin 20
Th: there is no evidence mand for al or short-term rentals ts affects
i of ho ers. It is maore diffi understa er -term ren
a ing the lpng-term re rket e is not on_the number of rental
properties in Mantgomery.
Housing Options & Avalability
Housing Availability
On_a State & onal ilabili housing for sale @ | hous
creased. For ses for sale in Franklin the average number on the market has
decreased by 50% from 2016 1o 2072, pointing to 3 competitive market Statewide, reatal
vacanc 3.2%. w is below 8 % to




The price of the aver for sale in Mon: 5 i over 100% in the last four

years. Currently, similar increases have not been seen in data on the price of rental housing.

Median House Price Over Time
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The increased demand for housin s 1o be having an im on housing development.
From the econpmic rec in 0 2018, few residential units were itted in
mery. in the last four year t number has increased, it is still far | than

the number permitted in the sarly 2000s

Building Permits by Unit 2002-2022
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Affordable Housing Needs
The demand for affordable housing is g that needs to be addressed in all communities. [;Ml
According to Vermont Statute, rental | gi affordable when 2 houszhold earning <objert>

not more than 80 percent of the county median income or the metropolitan statistical area’s
median (WS4] income, if it applies, pays no more than 30%, of their income on housing, while | Deleted: percant

owner-accupied housing is considered affordable when 3 household making not more than the | Deleted: .
Lounty or M5A median income. pays ng more than 30% of their income on housing. Al

%



South B

municipalities in Franklin County are_part of the g litan
Statistical Area; however, the figures for median income do not paint an accurale picture for
many of the municipalities within Franklin County, including Montgomery. The 2021 median
household income for the Burlington-South fington MSA was 579,245, while it was $B68,A76
Jjn Franklin County. For this reason, the Northwest | Planning Commission has used the
county median hold income to comp ffordability statistics.

The | affordability comps the median cost of housing locally to the regional or county
medinn income. This allows the community to see how offordable the housing is to the

Moved down I'.'Iﬂ‘.l.nwm miuldsmew'u |
Bran-hl- budgats and mmmmm

rEster strzin on lowes mh;uhdﬁ than nn'_

household in the region.

that bexter off, Therefore,

Homeownershin L below of the area. }
Ability to Afford Median Home By Income 4 fl_lwld (insartion) [10] ]
A household would need an_annual -
| Deleted: Lowsr income househalds have to get by an
income of $100,425 to afford the Slzm"c fighter budgets and because housing i53 basic heed that
medlan _house i (] Munlgq Bry, é;nﬂﬁ Mwwmmmummm-
- mn-mummmmmﬂnuﬂ
Homeownership therefore | Se000000 - i the areeccromicaly o, Thevefore:
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ounty median income, and even v ; providing
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ds ing 2 i ¥ — e e e e
.nuszho making shove the median W‘an irwomE [ Intoces m*‘— gap f the 1
income.  Of current Montgomery Facamnd (100%) 0%} af the i
homeowners; 43% are paying more (12054} and the medion sl price far single-fomily homes, I
than 30% of thelr income on housing marigage, with manthly payments not more than 38
costs. percant of their manthly income. or pof mare tha
$153,719. Thia figuee is higher than the 2014 medlian sale
| price for single-family dweilings of $135,000. This mearns
1 afford the median home price amd
Rentols heve S18, 715 remaining, ruling that afferdoble housing is
awailatie in Monigamery gecording ta the definition of
A household would nesd to eam $31,320 to = MM {8 Title 34 \CSH. Cheper 'm Action
afford the average rent in Montzomery Ability to mf:),u Median Rent By mmmmmmmm The
: ncome £28,000 a5 of
therefore renting is generally an sifordable o : b
grefore renting is generally an affn:difh!e m farn it et 154t
option for county residents However, It I $100.500 60 | meet the median saie price for a fome.
jmportant to note that this data may be | Sw80000
flawed and that fimited rental housing is £60,000.00
available in Town. Of current Montgomery | $30.00000
residents, BB% of renters are paying morg £30.00000 N — =
than 30% of their income on rent & utilities. | 5 | Deleted: 1 E
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Specialized Housing Options

Communities also need to account for iding b & to individuals and families with special
houslngmdssurJ‘:asgemguesiﬂmt;,hmﬂesmu:dﬂmbpovem.mdlu_biedhdmk | Deleted: . - =——————
mﬁumwnemrgwﬁlhemadedmammmuthuemranﬂuhmmoaﬁuﬂmm | Deleted: The siderty
existing housing stock (for_accessibility), while others need acsicted living or |n........_  emmplis of growpt Wik speca e |
financial assistance. If these housing options are not availsble, it may force some resid to \
relocate outside of Montgomery as they age or need additional levels of care. | Deloted: 1 mest handicapped J
Thefoﬂoudrtgisalmufpnpulmymwiﬂlspedalneeﬁsmdanmkaﬁnno{hwweﬂlheir
needs are being met in Montgomery.
Mm-unmﬂv.ﬁmedemmdmmmwﬂ:wm
Lwhgjmuﬂngfwun!mdﬁmualsduleznmusam 30.5% of the Town residents are age | Deleted: graup == —>1)
65 and older, rting the de nt of seniar housing ie 2 high prigrity for the Town. Senior [mmmhw-uhwmum
housing allows more residents 1o ae in their community, rather than nesding to leave for larger R L rds —
communities. | Deleted: 10 __J
| Deleted: 126 _]
Deletedt 1. )

Persons with Disabilities - Roughly 1/3 of Montgomery residents have some form of disability

including roughly 6% with an ambulatory disability, The ing housing stock in Montza: is

older and often not accessible. The needs of these residents need to be considered as a part of
future housing development.

Families in Poverty — Currently, 13% of Montgomery families are considered to be below the

poverty level. With high levels of tost burden for existing resdents, the Town will should take

actions to gnsure that there are opportunities for all incomes ta find safe and ad h g,

with the mﬁamhmd_a_'im steps
i & s ack d

mmumhrwmm-u

1 253 whole, ‘

| Deleted: )

|mu¢-mnmunuu:mssmw, |

| s1%atth Is ela 2 type of
dizability (23 identified in the Community Profile], Twenty-
thiee p By Iation age 15-52 has
disabidty. The

| Deleted: groups |

| Deleted: 4 |

Options to Increase Housing Variety and Affordability
Increasing the avallability and affordability of housing in Montgo

many existing residents who are cost-burdened, younger residents and renters logking to

become homsowners, and new residents looking to move 1o Montgomery for employment
opporunities.

Municipal regulations can have an impact on the types of housing available and the potential lor
maore sffordable housing. For instance, regulations that allow for a smaller lot size reduce the
fand cost of new develgpment, which can support more affordable homes.

| Deleted: Ths Town will want to evabiate the current |




The Town is in the process of reviewing its zoning reg ulations 1o identify ppportunities to allow
for a variety of housing types, espedially in the core village areas, while providing standards to
maintain the character of the area and ensure adequacy of services. The goal is 10,3 d:

Deleted: Scandards praveded in zoning regulations sheuld |

be identify if they are

| Deleted: o

a diversity of ing types and develop t near existing services with [jexible standards that
allow for gevelopment within village settings. Other forms of housing development that can be
ecanomically and structurally viable for affordable units are planned unit developments and
other forms of cluster housing. accessory apartments, and multi-unit, housing. Mobile hames
also are an important source of affordable housing. Vermont land use faw does not allow
municipalities to disci against or segregate mobile homes. Mobile homes in a wwn can
provide an opportunity for those who cannot afford conventional housing.

Public infrastructure contributes to the avallability of Jow-cost housing. In particular, shared
sawer and water connections allow for higher densities and lower land costs by minimizing the
amount of land that is necessary to 3acc d ffordable housi

new
developers often depend on these public fadilities to reduce building costs. The expense of
drilling wells and designing individual septic sy significantly the price the
developers require for their efforts. The Town & wotking on eHorts 1o expand sewer aCcess in
the village areas, more information is available in Chapter 9.

g y can also p I ing variety and aff bility by p i £l suchas
¥ h t assists elders and persons with disabilities to live
independently in their own home by bringi them together with p who are seeking

affordable housing and/or care giving opporunities. Montgomery aiso supports efforts from
non-profit housing developers to develop sppropristely sized senior 2nd affordable housing in
the village areas.,
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Chapter 6: Economy
GOAL: TO FOSTER A DIVERSE AND STABLE ECONOMY BY sU PPORTING EXISTING ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
AND PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW ENVIROMENTALLY SENSITIVE ONES

Policies

1. Support and encourage sustainable and diversified businesses that supply local and
regional food needs

2. Encourage businesses that complement recreation opportunities within the town

3. Protect the vitality and importance of the villages as a community and regional asset

4. ge ¢ ial develop that lies local needs for retail, business, and
personal services
- Encourage and develop for home oce
. Encourage M ¥'s growing arts f

Encourage businesses and industries that use the skills of the local labor force
Create an attractive, safe and friendly village environment that invites and supports safe
pedestrian use, community events and an active lifestyle

[Ecanamic planning can assist in providing jobs that match with the skills and aims of local
residents, a mbainmedmhasemmmmmmunnynemm:pmmcﬁnnufiwwm
economic resources, and the provision of services and products to support the local community.
Poorly pl i economic devel can negstively affect the local environment, strain
municipal services, cause dislocations of businesses and Iabor, and ad ly impact ¥

PN

| Deleted: HELPING TD ENSURE THE SUCCESSFUL

| Deleted: sctitiesto

| Deleted: The term “scancmy” for purpases of municis!

| planning refers 1o resources, preduction, jabs, income and

| ctivities in the town and region that contribuite to the
economic well-being of Incal residents, businesses and

| ndustries,

character,

Monigomery has many assets that can strengthen its role in the regional economy. Each of the
two Village Centers serve as hubs of culture, community, and commerce and offer unique
opportunities for resid, and local busi These Village Centers contain most of the
Town's important civic structures, iconic businesses, and historic landmarks such as the Black
Lantern, Pratt Hall, and the Baptist Church. Montgomery contains several publicly accessible
open spaces and recreation opp ities such as the Center with pavilion and fields,
River Walk Park, community gardens and the village green. Montgomery also offers striking
views of Green Mountains and a quality K-6 education system. These factors enhance the quality
of life in Montgomery and provide a solid foundati for future d

Data on Commute, Income, Employment, Business and Poverty
The majority of workers in Montgomery commute outside the Town for work, with |ust 5%

working for Montgomery businesses and 11 3% working from home. Map X X shows the most
popular commuting destinations. Montgomery residents are about as educated as the state




1——5—*———‘-u5"'m”"'_—” e, with 93.5% of resid Worker Occupation By Type
having at least high school degree
or GED and 37.3% having at least a

. ;- e .
bachelor’s degree. The top three ‘m‘“ =
industries that Montgomery T i ronraed)
residents work in are i = u-al‘?l-:-u_

tourism/hos ity/ restaura:

industry, manufacturing and
professional services jobs.

Roughly 5% of Montgomery's
residents are unemployed.
compared to 2.1% in Vermont
puerall. _The average income
reported on a Montgomery fax retum is $58.843; for households with children the average
income Is S66.006. Com red to the state aversge of 581960, incomes in Monlzomery are
generally lower. Poverty has decreased in Monlgomery Over the last 9 years, from 19.9% in 2012
1014 9% in 2021,

Deleted: )

Apriculture & Forestry | Deleted: of 5

| resicnts work outside of the community, and mest of the
. | eisting businesses pes gl
In the past 20 years, the State’s agricultural economy has experienced both cansalidation and B e e ey i
diversification, Jo remain profitable, the average Vermont dairy farm has become larger which | work in Tawn and another 40% are smplayed in other parts
\eads 10 a decraase in the number of farms while the amount of land being farmed may Increase. .| of Fraskiin County. Montgomery and its neighbering fawns
This Increase in large farm activity has led 10 envi and health at the local and i"“““"“f"""“““"”“"‘“"."""',‘;z”‘
State level. The available statistics also point to 2n incressing number of small farms that are © | houung sock, as prescribed in the Chapter 13 on Housing,
diversifying the region’s agricultural economy, which for more than 3 century has been largely will help 1o tha local | ecanamy. 4

focused on milk production. In recent vears, the amount of land used for farming In Montgomery ' . A

T
appesrs to be refatively stabie with 5% of Land being used for farming in 2013 and 6% being used Deleted: The economy of the Northwest Reglan, :
for farming in 2027, i | il R n
e | Frankin County, the pismber of farms between 1957 to
| 2012 decreased by twelve pescent while the sze of farms
| [nereasad by ten paresnt in this seme timeframe [Consus of
pwren)d .
| Deleted: T |
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Jhe are no _operating dairy farms femaining in Monigomery. There are several farms that raise

and sell heifers, peef and/or pork in M 15

Y. . There are numerous vegetable producers

and other hobby and small commercial producers. Sevualhohhvbeelmepershah&eeploﬁf %

erops pollinated. | Maple susaring operations have increased in recent years, with more trees -

tapped The Town encourages maple sugar producers to use increased tubing to avoid the need

for heavy maple trucks on dirt roads where possible,
JThe Town should encourage efforts that suppart its agricultural base, including the protection of

primary agricultural soils, support diversified agriculture, and support of tax ab
such as the Use Value Appraisal Program or Current Use.

Roughly B4% of Montgomery's land area Is forest lznd. Well-managed forestry activities can
support forest health while providing an economic benefit to the Town,

Local Businesses
Role of Tourism
ontgomery's location close to Jay Pesk Re as well 33 its many outdoor recreation and

historic sites, make i{ 3 popular destination for tourism. Tourism supports many local businesses
such as inn:

5. restaurants and retall stores |

day Peok Resort- The Towns of Jay and Westfield, located to the east of Montgomery, are home
1o the Jay Peak Ski Area [slevation 3861 feet) which offers downhill skiing, eross-country skiing,
and snowboarding. Although located in Jay, the lay Peak Ski Area brings in more potential
tourists to their town and its b g neighbors like Montg y. since 2005, Jay Peak has
built an 18-hole golf course, an indoor ice rink, and an indoor waterpark A four-season operation
Is vital to Jay Peak's future and will have a very positive impact on all of its neighboring
communities as they provide maore year-round employment for its staff, many of whom reside in
or around Montgomery.

Historic & Cultural Tourism, Historic and cultural travel to these
sites and activities that educate the community and visitors by connecting us to our history and
culture.  Activities jn Montgomery include historic sites, agricultural tours, cultural events,
performing arts center, and festivals. Covered bridges are an attraction that draws tourists to
the Region and to the Town. The covered bridge is viewed 2s 2 treasured landmark in the State
of Vermont for they represent each town's history and an appreciation of their cultural heritage.
Currently, there are six covered bridges in the Town of Montgomery, all of which can be found
nnlheNiﬁnﬂﬁewimrankahcesloneis* ding ). A
description of these can be found in Chapter 4; Archaeological, Historic, and Scenic Resources.

Progr
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depend on their natural features, their raral settings, and
theit history to attact tourists. The Town of Montgomary 1s

® this fact. See Chapter & - Community

| Faciities for discussions of tourism resources 1] |
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ng Trail and the skiing and sn i
and outdoor recreation opportunities. T

Ecotourism. Montgomery s located near the
Catamount Trail, along with ma other local hiki

Trout River's designation as a wild & scenic river is another assel to recreation tourism in the

Town. There is p ial in y to p fism or nature-based tourism

deﬁtinaﬁmﬁlatxisasntouliwhnlheduﬁlhnand- ity d and p

the available outdoor recreation and rural serene i ent. Fcotourism activities could
d jonal activities

nclude pature-based tours and attractions, wildiife viewing, and
such as swimming holes, hiking, boating, fishing and winter sports.

According to the 2011 US Fish and Wildiife Service survey, $704.4 million was spent in 2011 on
fish and wildlife-based recreational activities in Vermont which includes activities such as wildlife
observation, bird watching, fishing, and hunting, and fall foliage touring. Given the impact of
these activities on the it C ion and protection of important wildlife
habitat should be considered an economic development strategy as well as 2 natural resource

conservation strategy. These fypes of tourism support the Town's goals to maintain the natural _

environment, history, and cultural heritage of the area.

Types of Local Businesses

To complement the rural character of the Town and agrarian economy, small commercial
cmmﬁsﬁ,hmeumﬂnmwdmhmm,mammﬂmmamdhe
encouraged. The laf 1 of busin in Montgomery ar ional and business
services, goods producing industries, and construction busi 5. Small home-based businesses
are common in Montgomery, and roughly 13.2% of residents report seff-employment income.
These businesses provide |obs, tax revenues lodging, _dining, and other services for
Montgomery's residents,

Challenges to Economic Development

Certain _infrastiucture mitatio have created
challenges to economic development in Montgomery,
Many of these challenges are discussed in other
chapters of the plan but are referred to here as they
relate to economic development.

Workforce Development

A strong economy relieson @ skilled workforce.
Montgomery should support educational of srtunities
Tor residents ol all sges to provide di

| resiernts and for residents from othes towns. According to
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Village Streetscape

Impravements to the village streetscapes could help in sttracting future development and
businesses to the village centers, encourage tourism, and enhance the livability of its residents.
While each village has a sidewalk system, the current infrastructure is narrow and is often

blocked by parked cars. The Town h s completed sn initial streetscape « and is examini

options for moving forward with sireetscape improvements. More information can be found in

Chapter 8.

Sewer

Thelacknfawukmgzdhmfxmwanhhmdevdmmthﬂbgzum.

However certain commercial uses, such as office and retail stores, require significantly less

wastewater capacity than i | uses, making i3l use of existing structures on small

village lots a viable aption for village redevelopment. The Town is currently planning a
mmunity wastewater m € information can be found in Chapter B,

Telecommunications

Meost modern businesses, inciuding home based businesses, rely on high-speed (broadband)
internet access and cellular service which are unavailsble in parts of Town. Expanding internet

access and cellular service, throughout the tommunity should be an economic development
priority for the town. The Town isa member of the Northwest Vermont Communications Union

istrict {Northwest Fiberworx),  municipal organi ion working on expandi internet 1o
the Northwest region. More information on telecommunications can be found in Chapter 8.
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GOAL: TO MAINTAIN MONTGOMERY'S RURAL CHARACTER AND SCENIC RESOURCES BY

ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT TO FOLLOW SUSTAINABLE LAND USE PRACTICES (Detetwse |
Policies
1. Maintain the character of existing neighborh ds and avoid patential confiicts — N e ) o,
between incompatible land uses, | Deleted: il =

2. Allow for a greater density of development in and directly adiacent 1o existing
neighborhoods or hamlets.
3. Limit developmant on slopes greater than 15% and maintain natural vegetation on

slopes.

4. Protect scenic ridges by fimiting development above 1,600 ft. in elevation.

5. Steer development away fram areas where sailts will not support it due to shaliow
depth to bedrock, instability, or high water table.

&. Protect public health, welfare, and safety by limiting 3 in the floodplain, | Deleted: o
7. Protect water quality by limiting development in Wellhead Protection Areas,
wetlands, and along stream banks,
8. Conserve productive lands by accommodating development in areas apart from most
farming activity,
9. Rec ing the « ity's ptibility to ing, new deveb shall

conform strictly to floodplain regulations.

10. Promate new development in areas of existing infrastructure, such as roads, power,
and water.

11. Encourage sustainable agricultural and silvicultural practices to both protect the use
of land and water resources, air quality, and keep 3 working rural landscape based
on & practice of stewardship.

12. Avold fragmentation of large forest blocks of conti forests that provide both
economic opportunities for landowners as well as ecological and cultural benefits to
the community, including wildlife habitat, water guality maintenance and

recreation.
13. Promote anti-sprawl initiatives asa to in the appropriate use of our

land resources.
14_Promote the enroliment of productive farm and forestiand in the current use value

appraisal program,
15 Promote, through incentives in land use regulations, the clustering of residential

using with the goal of preserving larger contiguous s for i

and the preservation of open space | Jmakum;;m lmpim-ulm = |

16. Inventory undeveloped scenic ridges that should be protected e d [EIGO]: Consic o
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Constraints to Development

Areas with steep slopes (15% or greater), shallow soils, high water table, or within the fioodplain
are poorly suited for d These site conditions may entail high maintenance costs, and
pose 2 burden to municipal taxpayers as well as hazards to public health and safety.
Development in these areas may also compromise the quality 2nd quantity of ground and surface
waters and other natural resources, and therefore should be restricted.

Village Center Designations
Montgomery received Village Center Designations for both villages in Montgomery in 2003 The

purpose of the designation is 10 suoporty itali of the existing traditional village centers. io-i-;i;m;uvmgu Inmruﬂlnﬂ
This designation is gne tool to encourage investment in the villsges that willlead to enhancing state designation in Avgust of 2003 18 way B0 suppert |
¥ ™ & I N i - | Deleted: npports the goals of the community by gaining
thz:]hraf:ﬂll‘t;;v n;. 2 _b:::ﬁs to 5; yme e edu::auu:'_l and slr.hhol:h snnm:;s; e | benctis s sted belowar J
p:; c cilities, and o r. c needs. pp.ot:mgum ne_salsa?amnswl _esmew { s e —
p g goals of encouraging compact t and the historic settiement e T —
pattern as stated in 24V.5.A. 54302
State Village Center D d Areas in tas ¥
Montgomery Village
T

fi ilable for desi d village centers are:

« Up to 20% Vermont income tax credit for ial rehabilitation of ified historic
buildings;

+ Up to 50% Vermont Income Tax credit for code improvements to commercial buildings;

s Priority consideration for all grants through the state’s Municipal Planning Grant Program,
and the Consalidated Plan for HUD funding including the Community Development Block
Grant Program (CDBG);

» The State Bulldings Department will give consideration and priority to designated village
center lpcations when leasing or constructing buildings, in consultation with the

59




community;
= Aspecal district in a des
costs in addition to capital expenses.

village center may use funds for operating

Fulure Land Use

While Montgomery is not currently Expeniencing 2 large growth in population, data shows there
is continuous demand for new housing units, with an average of seven units per vear permitted

over the last five years. This development pressure could lead to sprawl, which is defined as “a

regional land use pattern of scattered, low-density, single use devel P Litisfand c E.
auto dependent, energy and = - ally exclusive, and is initially some
distance from existing infrastructure® (source: The History of Sprawl in Chittenden County).
Growth can occur without sprawd by redeveloping existing village centers and devel ping new

IMMTmuwnhdlmmma |
Imahmhenln-mmufman

for it local also with the
| Regon and State Growth and development can greatly
imulhewshum-,mdmumﬂmmhth
patential charge Montgomery is espected to see 3 steady

compact growth centers. Recognizing that the two current village areas contzin significant
wastewater limitations, the Town is working on developing & community wastewater system.

Additionally, the Town may want to consider designating additional areas adiacent to the Villages

that are appropriate for more intense development.
The o ity gnizes the value of ing lands to the regional farm and forest products
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Proposed Land Use Districts

The devel of the Prop, mdu;ebfsuius_ﬂbawdmeaisﬁ-lglal\dusgpanms_,
traffic the intensity of prop uses, physical constraints of the land, the community's

vision, and several long range planning goals and objectives. To further the goals, policies, and
mwwnendaﬁnmmforﬂ:huismmﬂuhbwm;ﬂnm Wumdbummm_lg}mh

dmmm_m:mmminuw.mmuﬁwwun .

Map.

Village Districts (Village | and Villoge If). The Village Districts encompass the historic village areas
of each of Montgomery's Village Centers — M t2 y Village and M y Center. The
Districts are intended to further growth and economic development in keeping with
Montgomery's traditional village character. Consistent with the historic development pattern,
devel is all d at higher densities and i in the village areas. Historic buildings
are a significant contributor to village character and are encouraged to be preserved and adapted
for re-use. New development should be consistent in siting and scale with the surrounding
historic structures in the villages. Enhancing the pedestrian friendly strestscape is 2 high priarity
in the village areas.

The Village 1 Digtrict is for mived use development consisten with village character al,

the main corridors, including stngle and multi-family residential, commercial and public uses The
District provides access to municipal and community services, including water supply, Enhancing
h : : : R

is a high priority in the Village 1 District. The Vil e Il D
Encompasses areas of Montgomery Village and Montgomery Center outside the mixed use core.
The density of development remains consistent with the Villaze | District; however, uses
i th ; e

ransitios nhancin destrian accessibility is also important in the
Village i Digtrict.

Rural Residential District. The Rural Residential District provides for rural residential and business
land uses at lower densities than the village centers to preserve the traditional working landscape
and to maintain Montgomery’s rural character. Rural residential, small-scale commercial and
light industrial land uses are balanced with the natural landscape of forests, rivers and streams,
dowlands and agricultural fields. Home-based oce ions and industries are
h F the Rural Residential District. The Rural Resid ial District the areas
outside of the village centers along Class 3 town roads and state highways (excluding those
portions of Rt. 58 east of Amadon Read) and including those lands comprising smaller forest
blocks in town wh | resourc are not a primary concern (as in the Conservation
| & II Districts).
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Emwﬂmlomrﬂ“uwmnmd&etamﬁmlmdukmmmm
cultural and economic value and function of forest blocks and the natural resources they
encompass as detailed in this Plan. These include:

« Tomaintain healthy, visble populations of native wildiife;

. anmmmmmwtasawmsafmpmmmemmmm
Industry;

* Toenhance outd jon valued by residents and visitors alike;
To provide for the protection of source waters which feed rivers and streams, Including
Iimportant aguatic habitats; and

«  Tomaintsin the aesthetics associated with the agricultural and d |

Conservation If District. The Conservation I| District consists of forest blocks at 1,600 feet in
slevation and above. Placing restrictions on development is essential dus to the sensitive
resources located there, including wildlife habitat, steep slopes, shallow soils, headwaters, and
the potential for development to affect erosion or flood hazards downstream. Pratection of
these areas also serves the ecological, cultural and economic benefits associated with the rural
character as described above.

Hazard Area Overlay. The purpose of this overlay district is to prevent increases in fiooding
caused by Mmmlinﬁoodhmrﬁummnﬂrﬂmimmumwbrtmd private losses due
to flood, and to promote public health, safety, and general welfare. This includes all areas in
Mmtmmuy]dmﬂﬁedasamsnfspedalﬂmdhnzrdmmmnlnoodInswmmps
lacated at the Town Office building.

River Corridor Areo Overlgy. The River Cotridor cangists of 3 floodplain corridor, including the
stream and land adiacent to the stream, the dimensions of which are determined using physical
relations between the channel width and the meander belt width. It identifies an ares where
streaim Processes may ooour that enable the stream to re-establish and maintain a stable siope
and dimensions gver time, A stable stream slope oorurs when a channel reaches a certain length

This length is sccommodated by 3 corridor of floodplain ares described as the meander belt. The
River Corridor is a calcula belt width-based comidor where erosion is minimized when stream
equilibrium conditions are achieved, River Corridor area boundaries attempt to capture lands

most wuinerable 1o fluviat erosion in_the near term and Iindicate the type, magnitude, and
frequency of fluvial adjustments anticipated during flood events. The ares can be mapped, and

is based oh guality-assured fluvial gromarahic dats (Le., data that describie the physical form and
process of a rivering system)




Chapter 8: Transportation

GOAL: TO DEVELOP A FUNCTIONAL AND CONNECTED TRANSPORTATION NETWORK.

Policies

1. Protect the health, safety, and welfare of the traveling public

2. Promote safe, convenient, economic, 2nd energy efficient transportation systems
including pubilic transit options and paths for pedestrians and bicycles

3. Promote transportation activities that respect the natural environment

+ Maintain the scenic character of the Town's rural byways

5. Support public transit efforts of the Green Mountain Tramsit Agency to increase
mobility and access of Town residents

B. Provide appropriate provisions for bicycle and pedestrian use on designated routes,
including sidewalks, paths, widen shoulders, proper signage and pavement
improvements

7. Maintain good guality, safe local roads and streets, sidewslks, bridges, and
equipment needed for their maintenance

8. Recognize the fink b land use and and
transportatien improvements to facilitate and complement the desired type,
location, density, and timing of locz| development

Fs

Local yransportation planning should have two primary purposes, The first purpose is to ensure
that people and goods are able to move freely, safely, and efficiently using all modes of
transportation, including by walking or bicycling.,

The second purpose of transportation planning is to help guide growth in appropriate locations
identified through land-use planning. Transportation investments and improvements should be
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Public Roads & Bridges

Town Highway System

The Transportation System Map shows the state and local highways;

tombined the Town and Village have approximately 43 miles of local roads

and 14 miles of State Highway along Route 118 2nd 242. Vermont classifies

roads into four <as based on level of importance nd use. (lass 2
nd 3 tow ds recelve state funds for their u whille Class & 1

do not. Under its current Class 4 Town Road policy the Town provides only

minimal summer maintenance 1o Class 4 town roads. The Town should

consider adapting policies to allow for Class 4 roads o be upgraded to

Class 3 where appropriate of to support cooperative maintenance

agreements,

Many Town and State roads follow freshwater streams and rivers,
therefore, a minimum of road salt and sand should be used in winter ad

e as the

)
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| Yo ot trave tecug the rosd il |

1peed, the adgaces
e, and the types of travel a road carries all affect how the
| i serwe the needs of its diverse users.

runoff goes directly into these waters. Road salt also accelerates the deterioration of paved
roads.

Traffic flow will vary depending on various factors such as the time of day, the day of week, the
semn.ﬂm!ucaﬁunofmemd,andﬂuwuﬂlermnaﬁm&mzmaiminﬂmmmuzﬁc
flow in y are local b fou\:iui:ardsoda”unﬂioﬁs.reu’eaﬁmalmmcs
at Jay Peak Ski Area, and seasonal activities such a5 hunting, fishing, skiing, hiking, and foliage
viewing. The table below shows the annual average daily traffic (AADT) count for Montgomery's
major routes. Over the last 10 years, trafiic along VT 11 has increased, whils traffic on VT 242

has ained relatively constant.
A Annual Daity Tratfic [AADT) Counts
2012 2017

oy | Ropd Segment | AADT AADT
N2 From the intersection with VT 1 118: 1o the intersection with
Vs8] | Amidon Rd 581 | - |

From the Belviders Town Line 10 the intersection with
vi18 | Hutchins Brides Rd 723 225%

From the intersaction with W Hill Rd 1o the Encsburgh |
vilg Tawn Line 1600 | 3T.EN
V4, From the intersection wgh VT 118-10 Wegtfield Town Line 1157 1300 -3.3%

pe Virans AADT Ro 2. 20

The intersection of YT 118 and VT 242 in Monlgomery Cenier is @ Major safety concerm. Traffic
speed and limited sightlines create dangerous traffic conditions. This area includes two steep hills
that contaln the entrances to 3 church, the Public Safety Building and Library, as well as homes.
Access management is also an issus by nearby businesses with open parking areas. Any

[
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adjustment 10 the traffic pattern will require re-locating a substantisl portion of parking in
Montgomery Center. The Town should continue to seek opportunities to adjust the traffic
pattern of this area in coordination with efforts to re-locate parking areas as part of 2 streetscape
planning effort.

State and Town Bridges

Montgomery has seven State bridges and fourteen Town bridges, six of which are covered and
considered historic sites. The covered bridges draw considerable tourist attention and add to
the scenic beauty of the area.

The Vermont Agency of Transportation in 3 all state highway bridges and town hi Iwg
bridges that are 20 fest in length or longer every two years unless the bridge eondition
warrants mote frequent inspection. The bridge components of deck, superstructure

substructure, and channel conditions an evaluated and each bridge component i ranked on a
and zero a failed conditign A
bridge components is reparted as bei

struetyrally deficient. There are no bridpes over 20’ in Montgomery that are structurally
deficient. There ic 1 span of less than 20° considered structurally deficient. a state-owned span
over VT 118,

scale of zero to nine, with nine indicsting an ellen diti
bridge with a rating of four or lower in any of

Maintenance
In addition to the 43 miles of local highways, the Town is ible for 1E 2 niety
of bridges and culverts that assist in the conveyance of stormwater runoff and ensure the safe

passage of 15, , and other I G i of the local
tr it is the ility of the Town Highway Department.
The Town Highway Department has 3 ! and owns the following
201§ International fruck 20028) fruck |
2022 International CV550 tru 2005 Cat grader 140 !

2012 John Deere loader 524K

1976 lohn Deere tractor/mower/broom | -
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beicw shaws the Federal Sufficiency Ratings for
mw;rmmmamlmbmm.
The State bridge (820) along Route 118 over West Mill Brock

A new Public Works building was built in 2010 with 5 bays and accommodstes space for the
highway department as well as houses the Water Department truck.

To guide highway construction and mai ce, VTrans the ad: of "Town
Road and Bridge Stond, . These dards have p to ensure i in town
highways are protected with proper drainage, ing and construction techniques while also
improving safety, reduring long-term costs and add 1g envi le

fex dams due to & low bridge
clearance §
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Pedestrian & Bicycle Facilities

Existing Pedestrian & Bicycle Facilities

Cyclist traffic in and around the Town has increased gver the past 10 years and has become 2
popular seasonal activity for both residents and visitors. There are no dedicated bicyd Ie lanes in
Monteomery, and the shoulder of VT 118 is naraw. Montgomery Center has stretches of

8 in the village. These

i

| Deleted: in recent years

| Moved fins: o

(st waars

“onnecting the end of the sidewalk in the Center to the Recreation Center fo keep pedestrians
uﬁturmdnwdmmwmwuwmm

118. Existing sidewalks lack sufficient curb for pedestrian saf nd these are issues wi rkiny
ant dewal

Connactivity Between the Villages

Currently the only bicydle & rign access between Mol lage and

Man Center s the narrow & unsafe shouldzr on Route 118, Improving bicycle and
edestrian connections be the villages is a priority for the Town. i mixed-

bicycle and strian off-road path would allow for safer con ons the vi

and encourage increased bicycle and strian traffic

Village Strestscape Pianning
During the 201% Mantgomery Thrives C
flow and pedestrian safety was ong of three k

Visit improving the Villsge and Center traffic
inrities for future Improvi e

for vehicies and rians was also 2 major theme identified during the town Plan Workshop.
In 20 he Town held a municipal vote on moving forward with streetsc anning effor
which assed voters. The Town is currently actively in the { planni r
streetscape improvements.

Current plannin ivities are on Montgomery Center. The main in both
Montgam: nter and Montpo: Village are state highways, Vermont 118 and L
242 Currently those b are controfied and fully m: he Vermont Agency of

Transportstion (VTrans). which limits improvements that can be made, The Town considerad
reclassifying the road to a Class 1 Town Highway, which would allow for more local control over

the roadwav, but i uire that the Town be r nsible f lar maintenance and
lowing. At this time, Town is not interested in ré i the ions of VT and VT

242 in the Village, aithough this mav be of interest in the future.

The current project will focus on addressing parking Ssues in the Center, adding a new sidewalk
and bike |ane from the Recreation Center to the Grange, and reducing the severity of the road
curve. Due to the limitations of parking and not having local control, the intersection of VT 242
and VT 118 will not be directly addressad by this project. This project remains an important
prigrity for the Town and the Tewn should continue 1o look for opportunities to address this
issuss,

Mbml favarite destination for both
Iicyele tours and road riders from Quebec, Canada and
| other parts of Verment.
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In the longes Lerm, the Town Id also like to consider possibile connections from the Librar

1o downtown, either in the form of an recreation path or sidewalks.

Transit, Air and Rail Facilities

The Town of Montgomery is not serviced by a fixed public transit route; the closest stop isin East
Berkshire on the Richford to St. Albans route. Green Mountain Transit_ (GMT) provides public
transit for Franklin County. GMT also coordinates Medicaid and elderly transportation services.
Passenger bus service to destinations beyond Franklin County is available from the GMT LiNK
Express bus to Burlington. ,

The nearest airport is the Franklin County Airport In Highgate, which supplies local air service.
Larger i and i flights are available at the Burfington International Airport,
Plattsburgh International Airport, and at Mirabel and Trudeau airports in Quebec.

The nearest rail service for freight is In Richford (Montreal, Maine, and Atlantic Railway) and St.
Albans (New England Central Rail ). Amtrak BET service is available in 5t. Albans via
route that travels south to New York City and eventually Washington D.C.
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Chapter 9: Community Facilities and Services
GOAL: TO LODK AHEAD AND PREDICT FUTURE NEEDS FOR PUBLIC FACILITIES BASED
UPON COMMUNITY GROWTH AND CHANGE

GOALS: TO PROVIDE MUNICIPAL SERVICES, OR ENABLE OTHER ENTITIES TO MEET THE NEEDS

OF LOCAL RESIDENTS OF ALL AGES WITHOUT UNDUE OR SUDDEN IMPACTS UPON LOCAL
PROPERTY TAXES

GOAL: TO PROVIDE PUBLIC UTILITIES TO SUPPORT CONCENTRATED COMMERCIAL,
AND LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

GOAL: TO CREATE A LEARNING COMMUNITY THAT WILL PROVIDE OUR STUDENTS
WITH THE TOOLS FOR LIFELONG SUCCESS

. Promote efficient and functional use of existing municipal buildings and facilities
- Provide sufficient space and facilities to carry out essential miunicipal functions
- Provide a gathering place for the local population to address town business

G & y's rec tes, discourage inc ible land uses, and
protect the scenic qualities that contribute to recreation

- Promote recreational areas and facilities in convenient and reasonable locations for the

use and enjoyment of all residents and visitors

. Promote the protection and maintenance of public recreation trails within the town on

private land, including the Catamount Trail, 2 cross-country ski trail that runs the length
of Vermont

- Provide space for gatherings, functions, and events to provide educational, social, and

civic opportunities to enhance community involvement and identity
Provide emergency services to protect the health, safety, and property of local residents

. Provide library services to enable Montgomery residents access to information,

resources, and opp ies for p | and ity enrichment

Encourage safe and affordable childcare facifities in the community

Protect the public water supply by restricting insppropriste development in the source
protection area

Operate the Montgomery Water System in an economic manner, while providing an
adequate source of good potable water for the needs of the Village and Center

. Promote the i teles ications and electric facilities provided that
infrastructure to develop these opportunities shall be located in appropriate areas;
respecting the integrity of residential areas, F concems, and natural resource
issues
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Community Facilities

Public Buildings

The Town Office building is located on M in Road, Routs 242, in the Public

alongside the Volunteer Fire Department and Town Library. The Town Offices provide a variety
of town-related services for residents and n dents alike. A dynamic team consisting of th
Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Zoning Administrator, and Town Treasurer staff the office to take care of

business on behaif of the Town and for the Selectboard, in collaboration with varlous Boards and
Commissions. .

|n 2016, the Town Office staff adapted the old spaces st the Public Safety Building into 3
temporary office incztl following the depariure from 98 Main Strest due to environmental
sdaptations included: retrofitting closets for IT setup, buyi

i 53 0 store Land Rem 1o provide some manner of firs protection, and utilizi
truck bay to set up additional office space. It has been seven years since this transition. and office
stafl have taken 3 great deal of ime to condense and organige operations a5 much as possible
while trying to ramain in compliance with various Statutory records retention requirements and
accommodate the growing permanent collection of public records. In doing so, it has betome
clear that the Public Safety Building is s more suitsble choice for office stafl, residents, sttormeys,
and tithe searchers to conduct their business That sid, the current office space still does not
the full s of the Community. Given are footage of the current building and with
me reconfiguring of the (a VET, PSB can sustain Town Office needs for the future.
It is a practical and cost-sHective approach to sddress Fire & Safety compliance, air guality in the
building, and the long-standing need for a proper Vault to house all the Land Records for the
Town for many years to come. It will also negate the need for any new construction, which was

reviously considered the community. Offi fi continue to on_obtaini ant
funding to pursue renovations to the buildiny ce to achieve t ls.

The former Grange Hall, |ocated on Main Street in the Center, is now referred to as the Town
Hall. Itis used for Town meetings, Elections, by individuals and groups for social functions, large
gatherings, and fundraisers.

Theﬁabllcs-f-n&ulldh;aam-ﬁnwbundingloumdm Route 242, houses the Fire
Department, Rescue Squad, Health Office, and Montgomery Town Library.
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* The Fire Department has three large bays for trucks and equipment.

* There is also a kitchen, conference room, small first aid room, efectrical room, utility
room, and ample bathrooms.

* The Library consists of one large room and a storage room, 2 portion of which has been
modified for a children's area. The library Board of Trustees would like to pursue an
Expansion project to provide additional space for the growing collection of books, zudios
and videos; additional computers; a reading room for adults; and & larger children’s area,

A Public Works Building was built in 2010 for the Town Highway Department. This building
consists of 2 five-bay building and replaced the previous building from the 1970°s. The building
accommodates office space for the highway department and additional space for the highway
equipment and the Water Department truck. The current site of the town garage is in the
fioedplain, the build was fiood-p by eievating the building prior to rec ction.

Recreation Facilities

Maintaining and developing Montg ¥'s natural beauty and resources for recrestional
purposes is an important part of the Town Plan. Montgomery has some of the most beautiful
hiking. hunting, and fishing areas in the State and the Town should make a concerted effort to
preserve these,

*  Water guality, for swimming and fishing, should be protected against adverse impacts

from devel dj to and rivers.
* C cial develop that promi recr | resources should be
discouraged.

* Montgomery should encourage the development of recreation areas in the regions
defined as suitable in the land use plan, as long as appropriate standards of stiractiveness
and supplemental protection are maintained.

G y, the Board ges the Town's formal recreational activities. They work
with other volunteer groups in town to provide and maintain recreational facilities for use by the
entire town. For the purpose of this Plan, recreation is divided into three equally important
categories: spart recreation, wildlife recreation, and other outdoor recreation.

Sport recreation involves activities such as tennis, baseball, and soccer. The recreation center,
located near Montgomery Center on Route 118, has town tennis courts, 2 baseballfsoccer field,
outdoor ice rink, basketball court, and limited room for other activities. There is also 2 one-story
log cabin with rest rooms and space for storage of equipment. A two-story memorial pavilion
has been built. There is a ball field/volley bail court in Montgomery Village.

Wildlife recreation invol h as hunting, fishing, ing, and wildlife viewing. The
Vermont Department of Fish and Wildiife administers over 95,000 acres of wildlife management
areas which are open to the public for hunting and other outdoor recreational activities.

72

Deleted: aThe Rescue Squad has ane smbulance bay

-lnuluczh_twrug 1



potential users of these areas are responsibl for making Ives familiar with all rules,
regulations, and restrictions before they can hunt or fish. Avery's Gore, located in the southem
part of the Town, is one of these areas. it contains a total of 259 acres and has many different
types of game available for hunting. Such game includes black bear, deer, wild turkey, gray
squirrel, rabbit/hare, partridge, and woodcock.
Outdoor recreation activities include skating, downhill skiing, crosscountry skiing
bili ing, hiking, swimmi tain biking, and road biking. Within the
borders of Montgomery, there exists Little Jay (elevation 3180 feet) and Big Jay (elevation 3780
feet). There are several natural ing holes in 18 Y-

gnizing Speciol Fifty miles of the upper Missisquai River and 20 miles of the Trout
Rivers were designated in 2014 as a Wild and Scenic waterbody. This designation excludes the
section of the Missisquoi River with the Enosburg Falls dam. The National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System was created by Congress in 1968 (Public Law 90-542) to preserve certain rivers with
outstanding natural, cultural, and recreational values in a free-flowing condition for the
enjoyment of present and future g This designation enc river £
that crosses political boundaries and promotes public participation in developing goals for river
protection. In addition, it enables access to federal funding for projects to pressrve the
recreational, scenic, historic, cultural, natural, and geologic resources of these rivers. It should
be noted that d neither prohibits d nor gives the federal government
tontrol over private property; recreation, agricultural practices, development and other uses are
permissible in this designated area.

There are several public and private recreational reso ilable to the ity

The Hazen's Notch Assoclation maintains about 40 miles of trails on aver 2,000 acres. These
trails are used in summer and fall for hiking and in winter for cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing. The Association acts both as 2 local land trust for the Town of Montgomery, as
well as a stewardship partner with other regional and statewide land trusts. The 300-mile
Catamount Trail is a winter-use cross-country ski trail that passes through Montgomery as it
traverses the length of Vermont from Massachusetts to Canada.

The Covered Bridges bile Club ins an i bile trail k
throughout the town and works with landowners to maintain these trails and the permission for
use by snowmahbilers.

The Towns of Jay and Westfield, located to the east of Montgomery, are home to the Jay Peak
Skl Area [elevation 3861 feet] which offers downhill skiing, cross-country skiing, and
snowboarding. Jay Peak is an important asset to the area because of the amount of tourism
activity that goes on at it. Although located in Jay. the Jay Peak Ski Area brings in more potential
tourists to their town and its bordering neighbors fike M y. Jay Peak owns
approximately 2,600 acres; of which 1,500 acras will remain forever wild by Jay Peak's choice and
1,100 of which is to be usad for some type of development based on the lay Peak Master Plan.
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Presently, Jay Peak has built an 18-hole golf course, an indoor ice rink, and an indoor waterpark
since 2005. A four-season operation is vital to lay Peak’s future and will have a very pasitive
impact on all of its neighboring communities as they provide more year round employment for
its staff, many of whom reside in or around M 8 Y. Hiking is hroughout the Town
and there are many trails for people to enjoy.

The Long Trail extends the length of the State of Vermont from Massachusetts to Canada. The
local chapter of the Green Mountain Club maintains hiking trails associated with this trail.

Catamount Trail is 2 300-mile, winter-use trail open to the public for skiing and snowshoeing.

Community Services
Paiice, Fire and fescus

The Vermont State Police (VSP) is the primary law enforcement agency responsible for public
safety in Montgomery; services are out of the St. Albans Field Station.

Fire Protection and Rescue Services
Firefighting and rescue services are two services that are absol dy ial for o ities to
function. The Town of Montg ¥ y has the following fire and rescue vehicles,

* 2010 Pumper

& 2020 Freightliner 4-WD Tanker Pumper

*_ 2020 internatignal Fire Truck (Tanker)
* Rescue Truck (1995 Internations] Ambulance)

y has a vol fire department located in the Public Safety Building on Route 242.
There are ¢ ly 17, vol t who serve on the fire department. The equipment
consists of two pumper trucks, one tank truck, one rescue van, and assorted smaller equipment,
which is capable of fighting a fire in any accessible area of the Town. The Fire Tanker was replaced
In 2020. The Fire Department also has voluntesrs that are trained first responders. Ambulance
service Is contracted out by the Town, |

Montgomery has a Local E gency Of 1ons Plan (LEOP) to help ize the Town in case of
@n emergency. The LEOP contains basic Y d ial for to
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ambulance wquad praviding emergency medical services o

Town residents and the surrounding eres 3s needed. At the |

local emergencies. It includes critical phone numbers, contact persons, and critical facilities.
Steps are listed in the Plan as to what to do in case an emergency arises. These plans also provide
a framework that allows municipalities to work collaboratively to assist each other during a
widespread event.
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Library

The Mantgomery Town Library Services includes five public access computers with high-speed
internet, printer, free Wi-Fi, copy and fax machine, and digital projector with large screen. The
library houses approximately 9,000 items that range from books, audio books, movies, puzzies
and maps. Thereis also an Inter-library loan service, 2 community bulletin board, and year-rau nd
programming for all ages. At present the library is open seven days @ week, which is made
possible by the library director, budgeted a1 22 hours a wesk, and 13 volunteers,

The Town library meets public library jards set by the nt Dep of Libraries. The
Library is supervised by a seven member board of trustees.

The library serves as a gathering spot for community groups to meet, sponsors art shows, hosts
guest speakers, and participates with other local orga in planning ity events.
some examples of current offerings include:

« Family friendly p hroughout the at the Rec Center
»  Amonthly Book to Flm in the winter lor young adults,

s A story hour playgroup for parents and young children, sponsored by Building Bright

Futures.

» A weekly crafting night for 2l ages, hosted on Wednesdays.

«__“Technology Troubleshooting” is offered Monday and Wednesday 10 am — 3 pm. 47
pm.

= Summer reading program for all ages from June to August that's called Book Genre Bingo.

Municipal Website

The Town maintains a basic municipal web site at Ittp:/fwww. te: yvt.us. Infi ion is
available about a variety of Town Officers and Boards, including Warnings, Agendas and Minutes
of Meetings, as well as ord| e, policies, permits, etc. |

Solid Waste Disposal

Montgomery has been a ber of the 4 Solid Waste Management District
(NVSWMD) since the district’s inception in December 1987. The district operates 2 waste drop
off every Saturday at the Public Safety Building. Certsin types of wastes, such as car batteries,
must be dropped off at the NVSWMD's Georgia Facility

& NVSWMD works to divert recy lables and f waste from the landlill whengver
2022 over 1,565 tons of waste were diverted from the landfill in the district. The NVSWMD also
supports composting, and in 2022 collected 700 tons of food scraps in the district. |
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From 2005-2014, Montg ¥ completed a nine year, multi-phase municipal water project.,
_PhaselandZﬂtuvdedmgmmh‘palwater" il system from Montg y Center ta
Mm@mmwlqemmwmmwmwapmmmmdm
water system. Phase 3 added 5, new well was found on Town-owned property off the Fuller

Bridge Road in 2004. It was certified by the State and then the Town built a new reservoir and a 4
and infrastructure, including new

treatment plant on the property, pporting control sy
pumnstaﬁunscnnmsaamlmrﬂ\esd)ooi.andmwaurmmsfwmetmteg

Maontgomery now has a system certified for about twice the capacity of the previous system, and
has improved water quality, since the new source is low in iron, and manganese is being d

Soce dopton o the 2005 Town P, |
'_-_DII-:— ————r T
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' |
i

Montgamary Village Water Works from its owner for the
sum of one dollar in 1599, This portion of the Project was
done in twa phases; sstending the main line between the
hwe population centers, and then repiacing the fesder
services to approsimately 63 Villege customers. This latter
Fartion of the project was completed in 2003, Phase L and 2

Therelsalsupmmiarfnrmnmtermpmﬁ!heneeﬁdew!mbmnmwmqube
additional State certification and possible expansion of the treatment facility.

The Town has set aside a portion of its federal ARPA funds 1o the extension of dedicated power
e e T 10 e extension of dedicated power
to the Regan Road water pump.

The following description is from the System Source Protection Plan: The Montgomery Water

o thy funded by & band paid by local taxes,
user fees, and a grant from the LS. Department of |
Agreuiture (USDA)Y
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| was from a combination of: the remaining batance of the
| USDA grant, & new low interest USDM loan, manies

System (s a Public Community Water System that serves 185 connections to both resid ices and
businesses. Each of the service connections has an individual water meter. There are

p Iy 45 fire hyd connected to the distribution system, |

W Di 1 <

Throughout the Town (including both the Village and the Center), the disposal of raw sewage is
d on an indivi basis, prii ‘,bvthemnfse-ptinunksmmwﬂmshudllbe

rom & Agency
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‘this phase was Spring 2005, althaigh the Town and
- several i throwgh ‘

| Deleted: 65 |
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supply line from iiding to the
filtar systemn. There is no taw water storage. The distribution

the developers responsibility to provide water and sewage facilities. The State of Vi

regulates the minimum standards for new septic systems

JThe lack of & centralized sewage disposal facility i an to be an impediment to appropriate

commercial development and higher densities of residential development jn the village district.

Over 10% of village wastewater systems are failing, but 9% of esisting systems are on lots 100

small for & replacement option. The Town s in the process of determining the final design for a
municipal Wastewater System in the Center and Village. The system will have the capacity 1o

t=place 165 existing septic systems in the Village and Center, s well as ditional ity to

support further growth. The current praject timeling is for construction In the Village 1o begin
Summer of 2024,

Telecommunications

Telec ations have b gly to the security and economic needs of
residents and businesses in the northwest region of Vermont as well as in all other sections of
the State.
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as when
services

any areas of Town lack cellular service, This nbe a ern during
landline phone ce and inte is not svailable there is no wa conta
in parts of the Town.

Telecommunication towers and related infrastructure require careful consideration. These
structures tend to be located in highly visible locations such as on mountaintops and ridgeli

The need for additional facilities is projected to increase dramatically in the coming years. | Proper

siting of el munications Lowers is necessary 1o 1 the n's historic character, rural
nature, and assthetic beauty. New \elecommunications towers shall not have 2 negative impact
on the scenic rESQUITES identified in Chapter 3.

Consolidated Communications js the primary provider of landline telephone and internet access
il igh-spesd fiber internet is available in il nd adj it . Satellite
intemet, such as Starlink, is also available in Montgomery. The majority of rural Montgomery
residents do not have access to high-speed internet. The Town ic 3 member of Northwest
Fiberworx, 8 regional municipal entity working on expanding fiber access across Northwest

Vermaont.

Education & Childcare

tlementary School

Montgomery Elementary School, located on School Drive, is the sole public school facility in town.
The school houses pre-kindergarten through eighth grade, and was built in 1992-1993 with an
official capacity of 125 students. An addition was built during the 2005-06 school year, increasing
the capacity ta 185. The building has eleven dlassrooms, one science lab, and space for one-on-
one instruction. The State Education Department calculates that the Franklin Northesst
Supervisory Union, of which R y's Education jing per Equalized Pupll for

Elementary School is $9,672 00, lgwer than the statewide sverage of $16.521,
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children! Data for_the high school choices of Montgomery students is not available Across the
{pur-town school district consisting of Sheldon, Berkshire, Bakersfield and Montgomery, the mpst
common_high school chaices were Enoshurg Falls Middle/High School, BFA St Albans and
Richford 51 High Schoal. |
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2022 was 1061, The
Maontgomery Elementary School
has Internet access and all of its
classrooms are equipped with it. | A

educating 130

Mantgomery Elementary Schoo!
Enroliment

The cost of

Montgomery's  students is .,
covered by revenue raised

hrough state d property

taxes, state general fund ﬂzggggg\g:::zss::ae:x
transfers, federal grants, and E-\-‘..A,-.EEEEEE'.ES:RESEE

some local income.

Other Educational Opponunities
The Northern Mountain Valley Unified Union School District of which Montzomery is 2 member

does not have a high school, therefore the District pays for tuition for students to attend other
high schogls in the area.

Community College of Vermont (CCV] offers courses and degree programs in Burfington, St.
Albans, and Newport. CCV is part of the Vermont State College System and has links to other
higher education facilities around the State. The University of Vermont, 5t. Michael's College,
and Champlain College are located in the Burlington area, and Northern Vermaont University-
Iohnsen js in lohnson. Vocational education is offered at the Cold Hollow Center in Enosburg

| Deleted: johmion State Colege ]

| Deleted: Dusing the 2014, Montgomery had 11 regiased
oty HeKapmgars |

wadable for high schootaged hame wchool students.
| Mantgomery's public sehood system supports home-

Falls. The Center offers a wide range of programs for high school as well as iding
evening classes for adults,

Childcare

Although full-ti hildcare is not a servi ided by the ity, It s a concern for existing

and prospective families, both in regard to finding quality services and the cost of these services.
The Recreation Center doss provide free day camp three-days per week in the summer.

According to State data, I y does not itly have a regi i home childcare
provider, Mont, y ek y houses a pre-kinderga progs N i by the
Franklin Northeast Suparvisory Union (FNESU) in the fall of 2007, These are seversl unregistered
providers in Town.

According to the, 2021, American Community Survey data there are 175 children 2ge 0-17 in ;

Montgomery, Sixty-seven percent of households with children under & have all parents in the
home working. ,

Data on other options, such as out-of-town childcare providers, family care providers, and un-
registered childcare homes, are not avallable. On 2 county-level, Let's Grow Kids estimates that
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many as 74% aof inf; 54% of toddlers and 57% of preschoolers that lik need care do not
have ac o reaulated programs. Therefore, it is likel that many Mo ery families
llenges in agcessing childcare. The Town encou the | t of home-| l

center childeare faciiities.
Youth Activities
Students in the Franklin ast Su i Union, of which Montgomery is have

substance use rates that are significantly higher than state averages (2021 Youth Rick Behavior
Survey). The Viermont Youth Project has identified having youth-specific spaces that are safe and

substance as an i nt priority to combat trends.

|_m' & Montgomeny and Frackiin County both bave
alarmingly high rates of underage drug and akcohol abuse.

v has previously provid d & Teen Center as a safe, supervised space for ¥
youth grades 6 and up; it was available 2-3 days a week for around 10 hours a week. The Teen
Center closed in 2014 due 1o lack of financial support and reduced attendance when the Center
moved out of the Town Office and off of Main Street d a mold and mildew issue from &
flooded basement Currently, voulh programs are offered 2t the Monteomery Library, Should
adequate facilities be available in the future, the community should revisit the need for 2 Teen
Center to provide services to area youth.
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Chapter 10: Energy
GOAL: FLAN FOR INCREASED ELECTRIC DEMAND WITH THE SUPPORT OF EFFICIENCY
VERMONT AND LOCAL ELECTRIC UTILITIES.

GOAL: REDUCE ANNUAL FUEL NEEDS AND FUEL COSTS FOR HEATING STRUCTURES, TO
FOSTER THE TRANSITION FROM NON-RENEWABLE FUEL SOURCES TO RENEWABLE
FUEL SOURCES, AND TO MAXIMIZE THE WEATHERIZATION OF RESIDENTIAL
HOUSEHOLDS AND COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS.

GOAL: HOLD VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED PER CAPITA TO 2011 LEVELS OR LESS BY
REDUCING THE NUMBER OF SINGLE OCCUPANCY (SOV ) TRIPS, INCREASING THE
NUMBER OF PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE TRIPS, PROMOTING FORMAL AND INFORMAL
RIDESHARING AND PUBLIC TRANSIT RIDERSHIP.

GOAL: FOCUS GROWTH WITHIN AND ADJACENT TO THE VILLAGES.

Policies

Montgomery supports energy conservation efforts and the efficient use of energy across
all sectors.
Montgomery supports the reduction of portation energy d d, reduction of

single-occupancy vehicle use, and the ition to ble and lowe
energy sources for transportation.
y supports and densities of conc d di f that result

in the conservation of energy. This includes support of public transit connections from
Mantgomery to other parts of the region and considering access to public transit when
reviewing Act 250 applications.

Montgomery supports the devel and siting of ble energy resources in the
Town that are in conformance with the goals, jes, and i lined in this
plan, Thisincludes | in the above mapping section about the preferred size and

colocation of solar facilities. Development of generation in identified preferred
locations shall be favored over the development of other sites.

Montgomery supports the conversion of fossil fuel heating to advanced wood heating
systems or alectric heat pumps.

Montgomery will support local farms and the local food system.
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Enhanced Energy Plan

The intent of this section is to mest the municipal deter i for enh. i
energy planning enabled in 24 V.5.A. 4352, The purpose of enhanced energy planning is to
further regional and state energy goals, including the goal of having 90% of energy used in
Vi come from smrmbyzusolsunsogual].andihefuﬁowmg—.

A. Vermont's greenhouse gos reduction goals under 10 V.5.4. § 578{a);

8. Vermont's 25 by 25 goal for renewable energy under 10 v.5.4. §580;

C Vermont's building efficiency goals under 10 v.5.4. § 581;

D. State energy policy under 30 V.5.A. § 2020 and the recommendations for regional and
municipol energy planning pertoining to the efficient use of energy and the siting and
development of renewoble energy resources contained in the State energy plons
odopted pursuant to 30 V.5.A. §§ 202 and 202b (State energy plans); and

E. The distrit g ond energy of
to meet the i of the . ble Energy Standord under 30 V.5.A. §§ 8004
and 8005.
A positive d i of compliance with the requi of enhanced energy planning, as
provided by the Regional Planning C; will enable M Y to achieve “substantial

deference” instead of “dus consideration” in Section 248 applications for energy generation
facilities (ex. wind facilities, solar facilities, hydro facilities, etc ) under Criteria (b)(1)-Orderty
Development. In short, this means that Montgomery will have 2 greater “say” in Certificate of
Public Good proc gs before the Vi Public Service Board about where these facilities
should or should not be Iocated in the community.

&

Toreceive a of energy c €, an enhanced energy plan must be
duly adopted, regionally approved, and must contain the following information:

A An analysis of current energy resources, needs, scartities, costs, and problems.
B. Targets for future energy use and generation,
C "Pathways,” or impl actions, to help the municipality achieve the established
targets.
D. Mapping to help guide the conversation sbout the siting of renewables.
This chapter will include the required analysis, targets, and mapping. The “pathways,” or
actions, have been included in the implementation section of the municipal plan.

Energy Resources, Needs, Scarcities, Costs and Problems
The following subsection reviews each energy sector of energy use (thermal, transportation,
electricity) and generation in Montgomery.

Thermal Energy
An esti of current | thermal energy demand in Montgomery, based on data from
the American Community Survey [ACS 2016-2071), is shown in Table 10.1. JFuel oil and propane
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are estimated to heat 6% of homes in Montgomery with wood heating an additional 355 of | Deleted: 3 |

homes in Montgomery. There is no access to natural gas in Montgomery. Delated: 7.1 ]

It showld be nutedumdisdanﬁwnﬂlemeﬂcanmmmnmhmimmﬁwoﬂvlhe
primary heating source in a household. The data does not account for backup heating sources
or secondary heating sources. Many homes in Montgomery have 2 backup heating source that
anprmﬂﬁnhuthglnanmmmlsemhealhxmmlhﬂmh! used to provide
hatincmiunctionwiﬂlmepﬂmheammrmtmalmnlmbehﬂwﬂpﬁmﬂlvw:
woodstove but may also hivemollsecondmheammmdmmmmdmmenw
when the woodstove is not being filled).

Estimates for ¢ jal and industrial | energy use are more difficult to calculate. An

of total ¢ ial energy use (t | and electricity) is provided in Table 10.2.
BanadmdmimmmevermuntnepammnofuhmMml}andmeVemumnepamnent -
of Public Service (VT DPS). According ta NRPC, it is d that the majority of this energyuse, """
20 billion BTU per year, Is likely to be for thermal energy needs. This number is likely an 3
averestimate of thermal energy use, as the averase business in Montgo i smaller than t
state overall*
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Table 10.2 - Current Montgomery Commercial Energy Use

I
|

Municipal mdﬂ Energy

Use
Transportation
Table 10.4 contains an estimate of transportation Energy use in Montgomery, it's estimated
that M, idents drive approxi ly 10 8 million miles per year and spend about

r
$1.6million on transportation fuel expenses a year. This calculation does not include expense

for ¢ cially owned and of d vehicles. Total vehicie miles travelled has int}ggsed since
2016, however incressed vehicle fuel efficiency has resulted in lower total ENETEY yse,

According to the Vermant Agency of Transportation, there are 21 electric vehicles and plug-in
hybrid vehicles regictered in Montgomery, representing roughly 2% of all vehicles in
Montgomery.
Table 10.4 - Current Municipal Transportation
Energy Use
“Total # of Gasoline i ] 200
Passenger Vehicles (ACS
ml6-202§[
| (VTrans) .
Total Miles Traveled 10,5948
SRR b
Realized MPG (2019 - ] 33;
VTrans 2021 Energy
Profile)
Total Gallons llsl—pu-hw_;_ 852768




Electricity Use
An estimate of current electricity use in Montgomery is shown in Table 10.3. This data is from

2016 and is available from Efficiency Vermont. Montgomery electricity use has increased fram
2014 to 2021 (see 110.1) Ju is difficult to eterming whether electricit is increaging as
the result of increased use of eleciricity for thermal and tran. riation -

| Deleted: has decreased tince 2014 from 5.8 million kW in
| 2014 to akout 5.6 millicn KW per yeat in 2016,

| Deleted: Mast of this reduction in use has came frem
Montgomery Is served by one electric utility: Vermont Electric Cooperative. residantial accounts. According to Efficiency Vermont, the
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The solid ling shows glectricly jise oVer time, the dashed ling shows gyercoe trend in efegrivicly uie

Table 10.3 - Current Montgomery Electricity Use
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Electricity Generation
There is currently .21 MW of electricity generation capacity from renewable generation
facilitiesin Montgomery. This capacity results in approximately 255.8 MWh of electricity

Table 10.5 - Existing R ! ¥ ion per year. This is roughly equal to the
Generation annual electricity use of about 38 households in
W tbased on inf lable from the

U.S. Energy Information Administration (558 kWh
per VT housshold per month).,

Table 10.5 organizes information about existing
Eeneration in Montgomery by type of facility.

There majority of solar generation in Montzgmery
I small rooftop systems. |

Montgomery generally has limited access to
electricity transmission lines and three-phase
* distribution lines. This type of infrastructure is
et only available on state routes VT 118 and VT 242,

These types of electrical fines are used to transmit large quantities of electricity and are nesded
1o serve large ind users and © il centers. The Transmission & 3 Phase Power

fi ture map in Appendi nﬂluwsmeelenrldtymmiﬁlnnanddru-phan
distrit inf ture in Montg: Y- Renewable generstion in Montgomery is further
restricted due {o constraints in the electrical transmission grid. After the addition of the
Kingdom Community Wind plant in the Town of Lowell, the sheffield-Highgate Export interface

HE) was created to monitor the system an flows in relation to system capacity in No hern

Vermont, Generation resources in this area are often required 1o curtail their sutput due to the

lack of capacity 10 ex 1. These constraints will need to be sddr ssed at 3 statewide

level for Montgomery to reach its energy goale Access lo bl es, such
as solar and wind, will be addressed below in the mapping section.

0.

Targets for Energy Use and Electricity Generation

Northwest Regional Planning Commission worked with the Vermont Energy Investment
Corporation (VEIC) and the Vermont Department of Public Service in 2016 to develop regional
targets for future energy use and generation to meet the State of Vermont's 90 x 50 goal. The
targets represent only one scenario that would mest this goal. There may be many different
ways that would ifsnenable\r‘am\onttoachmmgo:suml. For more Information about
the regional targets, please see the Northwest Regional Energy Plan (www.nipcvi com).
Tables 10,6, 10.7 and 10.8 show the targets for future energy use for Montgomery by sector
(totals are cumulative). These municipal targets are based on regional targets that have been
disaggregated.

|'lnl_-uuk The Existing Ganeration Faciitiesmap in
Wamwmm-nwdmm
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The thermal targets for Montgomery in 2050 is to have 85.8% of structures be heated by
renewable sources. Much of this transition is likely to come in the form of electric heat pumps
as the primary heating source for single family homes as the technology becomes mare readily
available and affordable. The target also relies on wood heating being a continued source of
residential heating. There are also high targets for the ization of residential I ld

and commercial structures (78% and 73% respectively in 2050).

Table 10.6 - Thermal Targets

Thermal Targets

percent of Total Heating Energy From
Renewable Sources - Heating (BTUs)
“New aiqammﬂuiménmwu@

New Heat Pumps (in units)
" = _Of PR | e S P ) =._; Prapry
Pe of cial tobe

The transportation energy targets for Montgomery are similarly ambitious. By 2050, 91.1% of

f ion energy s fargetad to come from renewable sources. This will primarily be done
through conversion to electric vehicles from fossil fuel vehicies for light-duty, passenger
vehicles. However, it will also mean conversion of heavy-duty vehicles from diesel to biodiesal
sources. The biodiesel technology and infrastructure will certainly need to advance and evolve
in order to meet this targel.

Table 10.7 - Transportation Targets

"l‘rm.ip_ﬂrﬂﬂ_m'l'argd! EM 2035 msn

percent of Total Transportation Energy from — lio% 336% 9L1%
bl -T P ion (BTUSs)

Electric Vehidles |28 se2| 1336

e T I 3307 6o

Targets for electricity use are more complex to interpret. Electricity use is targeted to double
by 2050 (Table 10.8). This will likely be driven by conversions to electric heat pumps and
electric vehicles. These consumer changes will cause slactricity use to grow. At the same time,
total energy use (energy, not electricity) will become maore efficient. This is because electric




cars and electric heating sources are more efficient than using other energy sources, such as
fossil fusls.

Table 10.8 - Electricity Targets
 Electricity Targets | 2025 2035 2050
Electricity Use Growth (Efficiency and Conservation in 252%  483% 100.7%
BTUs)

Table 10.9 shows the electricity generation targets for Montgomery in 2025, 2035, and 2050,
All new wind, solar, hydro, and biomass electricity generation sites will further progress
towards achieving the generation targets {in MWh). Given the difficulty of developing
additional hydro generation, and the constraints upon wind development, it s likely that solar
generation will need to be a sub c of ing these targets.
Meeting the generation targets will take considerable effort over the next 30 to 35 years. The
2050 generation target (3,312.9 MWh) is about 100 times larger than the current generation
capacity (85.85 MWh) within the Town of Montgomery.

Table 10.9 ~ Renewable Electricity Generation Targets
Renewable Generation Targets | 2025 2035 2050
Total Renewable Generation Target (in MWh)  3,073.3 61465 983129

Montgomery has sufficient land and access to renewable electricity sources to meet the zbove

generation targets. Based on mapping and calculati pleted by NRPC, Montgomery has
access to the generation capacity outlined in Table 10.10. This generation capacity was
calculated using the "base” layers for solar and wind. For an expl ion of what consti a
“base” layer, please see the mapping subsection below,
Table 10.10 - R ble Electricity G Py ial

Resource MW MWh

Rooftop Solar | 1 715
Ground-mounted Solar 231 282,738
Wind ' ETS 117,451
Hydro i o 0
Biomass and Methane o ]



Other - o 0
. ]

ial 1. 269 400,304

Total bl ion F

Montgomery supports NRPC's p garding " rcial” and “industrial” wind facilities.
The NRPC Regional Plan finds that the construction of new “industrial” or “commercial” wind
facilities within the region does not conform to the Regional Plan (NRPC considers any wind
facility with a tower height (excluding blades) in excess of 100 feet tall to be considerad an
“Industrial” or "commercial” wind facility).

l Figure 10.2 — Rooftop Solar Potential |
Mapping Energy Resources and Constraints |

Montg y has inc 4 maps provided to
them by NRPC. These maps show data as required

by the Department of Public Service

Rooftop solar was estimated by using
methods suggested by the Vermont
Department of Public Service. The
methodology estimates that 25% of
residential and commercial structures I
| in Montg y could be suitable for ‘
| rooftop solar generation. This resufts
in 112 residential structures and 7

| commercial structures in
[} v. Itis then
that the average residential rooftop
system Is 4 KW in size and the average
commercial roofiop system is 20 kW
in size. The resulting estimated
generation capacity is .58 MW of solar
generation. This would account fora

| little more than 10% to the
spproximately 5.22 MW from solar
generation needed to hit the overall

| generation targets. J

Figure 10.1 - Solar Electricity Generation
Potential in Montgomery |

SOLAR POTENTIAL
Mantgomery

|
\_

Determination Standards, including access
to energy resources and constraints to
renewable development, and are a
required element of enhanced energy planning. All maps may be found in Appendix A.

The intent of the maps is to generally show those areas that may be good locations, or may be

inappropriate locations, for future rene hle g ion facilities. , it is important to
note that the maps are a planning tool and do not precisely indicate locations where siting 2
facility Is necessarily acc ble. When 2 g ion facility is proposed, the presence of all

natural resources constraints on site shall be verified as a part of the application.
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Mapping Methodology

Spatial data showing the location of energy resources formed the basis of the maps developed
by NRPC. This is the data that shows where there is solar, wind, hydro, and biomass
“potential *

"Known" and * ible” cy were sub y identified on the maps. Known
constraints are conservation resources that shall be protected from all future development of
renewable generation facilities. Possible constraints are conservation resources that shall be
protected, to some extent, from the development of renewable generation facilities. The
presence of possible constraints on land does not necessarily impede the siting of renewable
Beneration facilities on a site. Siting in these locations could occur if impacts to the affected
possible constraints are mitigated, preferably on-site.

A full list of known and passible constraints included on the maps is located in Table 1011

The known constraints and possible constraints used to create the maps include constraints
that are required per the State D i Stand from the D of Public Service
and regional constraints that were selected by NRPC. The Forest Reserve and the Protected
District for Montgomery and Enosburg Falls were included as regional possible constraints.

Solar and Wind

The solar and wind maps show both “base” and “prime” areas. Base areas are areas with
generation potential, yet may contain possible constraints. Prime areas are areas that have
Beneration potential that do not contain known or possible constraints. Areas that do not
contain generation potential, and areas that comain a known constraint, are shown as white
space on the map.

Mantgomery has fairly limited solar resources compared to other municipalities in the region.
This is due primarily to its mountainous terrain. The solar map indicates a general
concentration of prime and base solar areas along VT Route 242 towards Westfield and Jay.

M y has identified the foll ',mferrgdlumlomfwmhrsenumhdﬁtisc
rooftops, parking lots, and landfills. Abandened quarries, gravel pits and sand pits will also be
considerad preferred locations for solar genaration facilities. Lastly, confirmed brownfield sites
located outside of the village are considered preferred locations for solar generation facilities in
Montgomery.

Montgomery has a strong preference for solar facilities that have less than 5 MW in generation
capacity. This preference is a reflection of the community’s dedication to preserving the

t and rural qualities of Montg ¥ by restricting the geographic size of solar facilities.
In addition, Mentgomery prefers that solar facilities greater than 150 kw In generation capacity
to be sufficiently from other similarly sized solar facilities to “break up” the visual

impact of two or more solar facilities located next to each other. All sotar facilities shall include
proper screening. Montgomery hopes to adopt a municipal solar screening ordinance in the
near future, Solar should not be built in areas where traffic sightiines would be impeded,




There generally isn't much land :wﬁabbhmomgomﬂvﬂmhasb&ardwmwﬂ
respurces. These areas lly are conc ted off Hazen's Notch Road, but are small in
size.

Hydro and Biomass

The biomass map is somewhat similar to the solar and wind maps. The biomass map also
displays “base” and “prime” areas. However, these categories are not necessarily indicative of
generation. They instead indicate areas of contiguous forest that may be used for the
harvesting of woody biomass for use in either thermal or electric generation.

ﬂ\ehydromapismiqueﬁommuhutwﬁufwaﬁmmpa It shows existing dam sites
used for electricity generation. It also shows existing dam sites that are not used for electricity
gmemuonhmmuidbe:ennﬁnedmpcmidegmeraw capacity. Data about these dams
comes from a study ¢ sioned by the Agency of i The hydro
mapauushummmkmmandpmaﬂewnmmﬂmwﬁdknpmﬂmrmmf
some dam sites.

Mantgomery does not have any existing active dam sites, there is one small defunct dam,
Future hydro development would be difficult given that the largest river in Montgomery, the
Trout River, is a Designated National ‘Wild and Scenic River.

Eguity

Reaching Montgomery's Ensigy goals will bring both envirpnmental and economic cosls and
benefits. The equity issues related to who will bear those costs s of continuing concefn to
Mantgomery. A just ensrgy transition requires that all residents have equitable access to the
benefits and costs of the energy transition. The efficiency of green technologies offers savings
for consumers as seen with electric vehicles, glactric heat pumps, NEWEr apolisnces, residential

solar, etc. These technologies often require upfront in tment, making them more difficult to
access for residents with lower income. On average, Montgomery residents spend some of

highest percentage of their iINCOME o0 ENAEY cpsts in the entire state (Efficiency Vermont 2023
Vermont Energy Burden Report). However, comparatively few residents have used Efficiency
Vermont's rebates and programs, This SUBRESLs thal existing programs are not adequately
meeting the gap between availghle income and the uplront cost of green technologies that
could provide long term savings.

Low-income workers in Vermont also tend to work in industries that are more susceptible to
the effects of dimate change such as tourism gnd agriculture and are often disproportionality
impacted by natural disasters fike flooding, Eguity for all residents will be considered in every
decision about 2nergy.
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Conclusion

Achieving the 90 x 50 goal, and the other energy goals in state statute, will be difficult.
Maontgomery is committed to playing its part in g accomg g these goals and

In creating a more sustainable, less costly, and more secure energy future.
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Chapter 11: Compatibility with Neighboring Municipalities

medmmumhmmmdﬂemmmnﬁm County,
Seven different towns border Montgomery,

unduseymmsmmlofmmmunaﬁeﬂnmmmhshmmdﬂumﬂm it is

important that all of their development patterns énd future development plans are compatible
with each other. Montzom tible with the adiacent town plans as well a5 the

relevant Regional Plans,
Compatibility with Richford

The Town of Richford borders Montgomery to the north. Richford designates the land along its
border with Moo as jcultural and Forest/Conservation, while Mond

desi its land as Rural Residential, Conseryation 1 and Conservation 2. land are
enerally compatible with 3 focus on low-impact develo t and ection of agricul | soils
and forest habitats.,

Compatibility with Enosburgh

The Town of Enosburgh bord 18 ytothewest. Enosb i the land alon
\ts border with Montgomery as Agricullural and Rural Resi ential, while Mon ery de ES
\ts land as Rural Residential and Conservation 1. These land are generall tible with &
ocus on preserving open space and low-densi ment.,

Compatibility with Bakersfisld

The Town of Bakersfield borders Montgomery 10 the west. Bakersfield designates the land along
its border with Moo as gonservation, while Montao desi its jgnd as
Conservation 2 These uses are compatible, with both focusing on consarving forested lands with
st slopes.,

Compatibility with Westfisld

The Alpine Haven residential srea spans the Town of Mont and Westfield, Westfiel
includes the area as part of its Recreational-Residential district, while Montgomery includes its
\on of the area in its Village 2 designation. Montgomery's Village 2 D ict is slighth ller
insize b lis for more dease develo, nl than the Recreational- nitial District. Howe
these areas are broadly compatible. The remainder of the fand on the Wastfield-Montgomery
b + is designated as Rural-Agricultural District in Westfield and a mix af Rural Residential,

| Deleted: it is 3k mpartant that each town's future |
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ecauze of this, no sukstantisl conficts with adjaining town
plans should arise ¥
vih or dechine s an riznt that
ke inta planning # town's.
fusturn. [t can greatly affect how 3 town does its fand use
planning. The decision to develop the land should depend
on [ty physi ics, pr: 1 the

land wies. The the

boede
rEh, 1d, Wastfild,

Lowelt, Eden, and Babvidere. Though the land uie patterns.
v each town may be refarred to by differant names, sach
Imnmmnmwumlmmmu
| Montgomery. 1

Comervation 1, Conservation 2, industral, Rural Residential,
Village Residential, and Water Supply Protection. The
majarity of side of thy der 5 roned
Conssrvation 1, while the remaining portions ate

tuiral A and manimiam
It sizes are eompatible with Richford's existing and

LR

Delated: Encsburgh is expected 1o san a slightly lower
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Conservation 1 and Conservation 2 in Montgomery. These uses are compatible, as all focus an
= i 3

reservin, ace and aliowing only rural densities of de ment.
Compatibility with Lowell

The Town of Lowell havea T, ir Zoning Regulations
the area bordering the Town of Mant is in th inn-Mountain Distr calls for

limited development. Montgomery's plan designates this srea as the Conservation 2 District, These

land uses are compatible, |

Compatibility with Eden

S ot curen n Plan.

The Town of Edi nates i rder with Mon rt of the Forest ict in it

Ihe Town of Eden designates i1s border with Montgomery a5 part of the Forest District in its
Town Plan, while Montgomery designates this area as Conservation 2. These uses are compatible

because both focus pn preserving forest resgurces,

Compatibility with Belvidere

The Town of Belvidere has nﬂmhl\ﬂ‘\ed zoning bylaws, but it has identified specific dlstrids in

their town plan, The_districts that border Man;gmg arg the Forest District and t

Develgpment District. The £ge_n District is generally compatible with ﬁong_gM
Conservation 1 and 2 Districts, which focus on press rving forest lands. The Development District
encourages more residential growth than is allowed in Montgomery, however given limited

de mEnt pr and lack of water/wastewater infrastructure in the area it is unli that
significant development would occur along the border with Montgomery, therefore thess
distr re hot in conflict. ,

Compatibility with the Regional Plan

Man! f the Northwest Vermant
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Appendix A: Volunteer Community Groups

Churches
St. Isidores Church (Catholic)

Services 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Wednesday Eve Rosary 7:00 p.m., Mass 7:15 p.m,

Montgomery United Methodist Church, Inc.
Services 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School during service

Grateful Treads Mountain Bike Club

The Grateful Treads is 2 mountain bike and trails advocacy group based in the villzges of Montgomery,
Jay and , sixty bers strong. and g '_mhmwummmmmmumm
trail networks, and warking with local officials and landowners to develop new opportunities for riding.

Hazen's Notch Association (HNA)

The Haren's Notch is 2 non-prafit, b , i i located in
Mantgomery. From its office at the HNA Welcome Center on Vermont Route S8, the Hazen's Notch Road,
the Association serves 40 in

The HNA was founded in 1994 to promate and engage in:

[« 1 of Forest and Agricult Lands and & i Trails
Enviranmental Education Programs far Schools and the Public
Recreational Trails for Hiking, Snowshosing, and Cross-Country Skiing
Stewardship of Matural and Historlc Cultural Resources

Research of the Environment

11|eI:ruﬁmnrm'\fslulI.nurlmmﬂmalﬁum'&ﬂwhsmmammmﬂﬂﬁsﬂnhw!n
Nordic skiing - roliing meadows, soft hills, our own 2,800° mountain and views of mountains in =il

Forty miles of ‘andmrlwdlrwwassnwum 2,500 acres of mixed maple, birch and
evergraen forest and across gentle, open meadows.




As a conservation land trust and environmental education center, HNA designs and manages its x-£ ki
trails to be in b with the land Monthly ligh hoe walks are also offered during
the winter months,

The Hazen's Notch Association maintains 3 network of 15 miles of tralls and woods roads for hiking in
summsrandHme?spassthmm:vﬁmﬂmmshﬂuuﬂmmemmm
orchards, and beaver ponds. Tralls range from restored woods roads that have gentle to moderate grades
to narrow footpaths with steep climbs.

Summaer Da\rcamplsuﬂm!dfuragu&u.andmtmhl ages 10-14 are offered in the summer.

The Hazen's Notch Summer Camp has gained 2 rep for flence in In children an
awareness and respect for the environment, cutdoor skills, seif- =, P and lzadership
Summer Camp programs provide healthy cutdoor ] it igned to stimuk qui

minds, develop friendships, and creste fasting positive memories of sach child's summer camp
ENperiEnce.

Missisquoi River Basin Association
The i River Basin le]'ulnIMmﬂ—wﬂmmﬂwlummm!dw
the restoration of the tiver, its tributaries, and Missisquoi Bay, and to the clean, healthy state they once
enjoyed. We bring together diverse inlerest groups within the community — teachers, farmers, summer
loggers, OWNErE, | experts, and outdoor enthusiasls; municipal officers,
woodland owners, and concerned citizens. MRBA members it on the current Upper Missisquoi and Trout
River wild and Scanic Study Committes, that akso includes appoi d rep ives from ¥
2nd other surrounding towns.

Our acthvities are many and varied - from fisldwork to stabilize stream banks, and planting trees in buffer
areas, to ing stream bank i wemmup:rmmtmmnmmmhmm
2 nutrient management program, lend educational tools to local and are ing &

led water sampling program.

Maontgomery Cares for our Seniors
MM_M_MM@-"muN“QM alion thal otfers a monthly ommunity
lunct: and brings in guest speakers,

.
Montgomery Conservation Commission

The Montg: y Co G jon's mission is 1o “To @ landasa ity to which we
belang”, The C ion has five principal ons as ribed below.

| Deleted: Martgomery Ares Community Alliance [MATAI
Farmed in 2009, MACA is 8 non-profit corporation that

| encoursges pusness, economic development and
emalayment in the Mantgomery [ lay Peak area. In the fiest

Jew months of operation, MACA was insrumental in getting
the Mantgomery &rea registered as a major focal paint for
MNorthem

perions utilizing the
b
|

Forest Canoe Trall.

=28 §02-3754306 9

Inactive. Far more




. - The C H0N may prepare and maintain an i y of the natural resources of

the Municipality.

. wmm-mmmm‘mmmwm or other P
study, d to the legk body the of, or the recsipt of as 2 gift, specific land
andfor Tights (i g ) or other property for the purposes set forth in
Anticle || of the Commission's bylaws,

*  Land My - The G shall exercise i y for
and/or rights acquired by the Muni ipality for

*  Public Presentation - To the extent by law, the C ission may the public
interest in any matter which it determines may have a significant impact on the natural or social
resources of the Municipality,

= Edi and Inf - The Ci ission shall be ible for the conduct of aducational

activities pertaining to local natural snd social TESOurces.

Montgomery Covered Bridges Garden Club
TheCauemd&iﬂgsﬁarﬂen[%kmniudbr%ﬁeandadmﬂmﬂmlnhﬂhn our
knowledge of all aspects of gardeni g and use our k dge and industry in our homes and community,
and to encourage an interest in gar g and good envir practices.

Community projects include maintaining the Historic Garden =t the Montgomery Village Green and the
Town Library Garden, planting the Flower Barrels and Bridge Flower Boxes in the Village and the Center,
supporting the Junicr Program at M, El and g the August Harvest
Fest.

The Covered Bridges Garden Clubis 3 member of the Federated Garden Club of Vermont and the National
Garden Clubs.

Maontgomery Historical Society
The Society is located in Pratt Hall, 3 former Episcopal church (built In 1835), which houses its collections
of photographs, albums, toals, and items of local interest. The Society’s mission is to:

Freserve Pratt Hall, artifacts, structures and memorabilia of historical intarest
Provide @ venus for local exhibits and artisans to share their talents

Sponsor programs that assist in Ppreserving town history and cultural events
Award scholarships to students on an annual basis

The Society maintains and preserves the church which is used for 3 variety of community programs.
Activities include h F i, pTOgIams, summer art shows, eshibits, an annual
Chri carol, and 2 schol Pratt Hall is d for its stained glass windows 2nd is
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also made available to the for weddi ies and ial services. The society was
formed In 1974 and is open to all upon payment of the annual dues.

Montgomery Town Association

The mission of the MTA is to work toward preserving the former First Baptist Church building while
simultaneousty moving toward having the Church praperty converted 1o the general use and benefit of
the community at large.

Montgomery Quilting Circle

Everything about quilts for quilt lavers of all ages, beginners 1o expert. Meetat the Public Safety
Building Conferance Room. Meet every second Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Small fee per
meting.

Riverwalk Community Garden
{n the spring of 2010, at the request of community members, the Town Selecthoard agreed to dedicate 3
portion of land at the bottom of West Hill to 2 community garden.

Several volunteers agreed to serve on the i 4 and a5 of this writing pk und: ¥ to develoy
uplutshrlonlreﬂdnntswnﬁmwm!mmmwnkmbeamnkummw.




Appendix B: Workshop Summary

Town Planning Com o b biic outreach the Town Plan on June 20 at
o Recreation Center Pavilion. treach t was a ised online at
T website & on Fro: Forum, Flyers distribu o Elemen:
21 a senior lunch, and at locat ! . R 25 resi a the
reach . A full | resident comments is incl an ment. Common themss
€ summarized below.
Land Use
residents identified the village a asa to in ordable housis
althe h ed tha ercial bufldi should 23 Fd
enforcement & tions an short-u tals
Transportation
The Mantgomery Center intersection of VT 118 and VT 242 was identified as 3 major safety
concern. The current streetscape project was not able to fully address the needs of this
intersection because any change would have impacts on parking for local businesses. Many
residents pointed to the need for a bicyele and walking path or lane from Montgomery Center
& Montgomery Village. Other areas identified were the need to protect and define the existing
bike path by the ation center and ad: a bike from the libra the ri
Transit from Monteomery to lay Peak was also mentioned,
un| Facil 5
esidents noted that there a nesd e communit: such
Lam te park, oor 1 tinn ipment & Commuynity orn . Several
resi s mentioned usi ity of str bmy o ifities in the
villages. Other resources that were nesded or digtussed were 2 food shelf, mental health &
alth oviders. There w al ments t ad to town staff i
rticularly so could zpply for grants.
ur; R
& were several comments about acc natural r; I I recreation, including
ing or formalizing hikis & o swimming holes and br Protecting the
rout River & Missisauol River and associa tershed were a ioril mary idents,
including ensuring flood resiliency. P ing forest ar € “Cold Hollow

Canada” wildlife corridor was also an Imgoriant oriodity, Recidants noted that springs on
privete property used by members of the public should be protected

& Resilien



Bre nterest in a municipal solar [<s] ts addressed tl neral

of Mon Village to flooding and the need to ain and wetlsn
Housing

Many residents identi for senior housing in the vill icularly Mol
Center. Affo ing was al entified asa in the centers.

conomi t

There was interest in food co-ops and 2 professional kitchen space that would allow for

microbusingsses.
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