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Montgomery Planning Commission Agenda

Rescheduled Special Meeting

Public Safety Building

October 3rd, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Present: Peter Locher, Barry Kade, Alissa Hardy, Kenny Miller, Joe Sherman & Gwen S.

Guests: Emily Klofft (Regional Planning)

Meeting called to order at 6:07pm

1. Additions / Deletions to the Agenda

a. Delete & move to next meeting:
Continue Discussion of Town plan update, Review with Regional Planning

- Review policies & goals for chapters 2-9 & 11
- Collection of scenic areas to list within plan
- Discuss future development area(s)

b. Delete & move to next meeting:
Outline areas of future interest within existing By-Laws

c. Add to tonight’s agenda:
Review of mail for PC received &
Discussion of Municipal Planning Grants

2. Review of mail for PC received
a. PC received two items of mail for review:

i. Item one: Agreement for planning services previously agreed &
reviewed by PC - see Attachment A.

ii. Item two: A copy of a certificate of public application regarding the
cell tower project. See Attachment/Link C.
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3. Approval of the September 5th 2023 Special Meeting Minutes
a. Motion to approve minutes as written. Kenny motion, Peter 2nd - All in

favor 5-0

4. Municipal Planning Grants Discussion
a. Emily enquired as to the intent of the PC to apply or not, regarding the two

planning grants available. Both grants have November 1st deadlines, and
10% matching opportunities.
i. Emily noted PC may be interested in applying for both grants.
ii. The first grant supports continued by-law modernization funding,

specific to addressing and expanding housing opportunities. A
grant of interest as by-law modernization is the next agenda item
after completion of the town plan update.

iii. The second grant offers assistance in gathering data and analysis
to assist in appropriate and beneficial by-law updates. Examples of
analysis and data gathering activities covered by this grant may be:

1. Determining areas of prime agricultural soils, steep slopes &
wetlands - layering each on a shared map to determine
available areas for future development. This analysis could
help determine available areas for future development
according to current by-laws.

2. Using ArchGIS data to map average setbacks and determine
percent of existing non-conforming lots. This analysis could
help determine more appropriate setbacks in by-law updates

b. PC noted they would like to apply for both grants, seeing the value in
assistance & further town specific analysis.

c. PC at next meeting, shall gather together a list of areas in the existing
by-laws that are on the PC’s radar for needing updating. PC to provide this
list to Emily for assistance with grant applications.

5. Continue Discussion of Town plan update, Review with Regional Planning
a. Emily provided a document for PC review of chapter goals & policies. See

Attachment B. Pages 1-6 to be reviewed at next meeting. Tonight’s review
begins on page 7.

i. Pg.7- Table created for use of planning & timing around action
items that have been highlighted by the PC as items for further
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discussion and/or priorities. Emily noted some items may be worth
making into policies. Such as Table item line #3.

ii. Table item line #4: Joe Sherman suggested PC discuss reaching
out to conservation groups about scenic character areas, which are
in Town Plan, and determine if bylaw protections of same, along
with wetlands, ridgelines, and animal habitat, can be achieved with
a by-law modernization update grant. If so, invite conservation
group reps to October 24th meeting to discuss.

iii. Table item line #5: Emily suggested move this to a policy

iv. Table item line #6: Emily asked for a list of any significant town
buildings that the PC wished to add to the community facilities &
services section, PC added the Grange building as well as the
former center post office & former town hall building

v. Other items:
1. Barry suggested we add to the list something regarding the

restoration of the trout river to better support local fishing.
Restoration of Trout fishing should include Trout River, West
Hill Brook, Black Falls Brook, and South Branch.

2. Alissa suggested we also add to the list something regarding
the mitigation of poison parsnip

3. Barry suggested the potential for adding select definitions to
the town plan, ie. “Natural communities”

vi. Table item line #7: Stays on the list for future discussion. Typo
replace ‘an’ with ‘a’

vii. Table item line #8: Emily to connect with Charlie on progress.

viii. Table item line #12: Stays on the list for future discussion. PC still
waiting on new FEMA maps

ix. Table item line #14: Stays on the list as a long term priority. PC
suggested to change wording to use “damage”

x. Table item line #15: Covered by the river corridor section of the
town plan
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xi. Table item line #17: PC suggested to add the word ‘hazard’ before
“mitigation measures”

xii. Table item line #19 & 20: PC suggested to change wording to
“should support”

xiii. Table item line #22: to be removed from list as it is covered by
items #23 & #21

xiv. Table item line #23: Typo “village” should be “town”

xv. Table item line #24: List item to be removed as Montomery does
not have a local economic development committee at this time

xvi. Table item line #25: PC suggested to reword this item to cover
more community groups

xvii. Table item line #27: Item to move to transportation section -
transportation section not yet updated for review

xviii. Table item line #28: Stays on the list

xix. Table item line #30: Covered by policies.

xx. Table item line #30b: PC suggested to add “and prime agricultural
soils”

xxi. Table item line #31: PC suggested to change “implement
strategies” to “support organizations focused on long term viability
of agricultural & forest land.” Emily plans to connect with
conservation group to add descriptions of their efforts to the town
plan.

xxii. Table item line #32: Covered by the river corridor section of the
town plan

xxiii. Table item line #36: PC suggested to change the wording to say
‘expand’ and remove ‘renovate’
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xxiv. Table item line #39:PC suggested changing wording to
“weatherization programs.”

xxv. Energy section reviewed. No PC comments on this draft.
6. Public comment

a. None

7. Other Business
a. None

8. Items for upcoming agendas
Next Meetings:
Meeting October 12th - agenda items:

- Continue Discussion of Town plan update:
a. Review policies & goals for chapters 2-9 & 11
b. Collection of scenic areas to list within plan,

proposed discussion from 7:00pm to 7:30pm
c. Discuss future development area(s)

- Review Appendix A of town plan
- Outline areas of future interest within existing By-Laws

Meeting October 24th - agenda items:
- Review of Final draft of updated town plan
- Review of grant applications due Nov. 1st 2023
- Discuss warning schedule for new town plan

Motion to adjourn,
8:12pm Barry motion to adjourn Peter 2nd - All in favor 5-0
Meeting adjourned.

Attachments:
1. Attachment A: Agreement for Planning Services Previously Agreed
2. Attachment B: Chapter goals, Policies and Implementation lists
3. Attachment/Link C: https://epuc.vermont.gov/?q=node/64/191966
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