
Montgomery Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

Special Meeting

Public Safety Building

October 22, 2024 6:00pm

Present: Alissa Hardy, Joe Sherman, Patrick Calecas, Narissa Furtado-Cordeiro 

Guests: Emily Klofft (Northwest Regional Planning Committee)

Meeting called to order at 6:08

1. Additions/deletions to agenda.

 none

2. Approval of the September 10, 2024 meeting minutes.

 Patrick motioned to approve minutes as written, 2nd by Joe (3-0)

3. Short-term rental ordinance. 

 Definitions provided by Emily including optional conditions (See Appendix A).

 STR definition based on state language with exemptions for lodging establishments 

and owner-occupied structures. 

 Planning Commission may want to consider a separate noise ordinance if there isn’t 

a town ordinance for noise. Short-term rental quiet hours our provisions for certain 

zoning districts. 

 Is there a need to have additional leash law in Montgomery related to STR’s?  -  

Current ordinance is to have control and recall of dog. 

  Exclusion of overnight camping noted in section 6d exists to avoid tent or camp set 

up in addition to individuals renting a short-term rental structure. Campground 

definition excludes primitive camping (see “other definitions” in Appendix A). 

 Definitions would go into Zoning/bylaws. Would include definitions in bylaws but 

conditions would go into an ordinance.

 Cap on short term rentals? Emily to look at Stowe’s ordinance to see if there is a cap 

included. 



 Emily to draft ordinance and send to Planning Commission based on definitions and 

conditions. Patrick to send early draft to Emily.

4. Plan to publicize public outreach event.

 January 13th or 14th depending on when the Grange is available, 6pm start time.

 Emily provided announcement draft for public outreach event (see Appendix B)

i. Emily to address following edits:

ii.Adjust wording to reflect vision for the future of Montgomery vs. just 

housing growth - “What’s your vision for the future of Montgomery”?  

iii. Provide more general introduction paragraph – “We are in the beginning 

steps of updating our bylaws and want to hear from you” or “We are building 

a roadmap of what to do and your voice will help provide direction”. Emily to 

re-write announcement based on broader scope than housing. 

iv. First bullet under discussion to reflect direction of more general vision, 

what residents would like to see included in updated bylaws.

 Plan to distribute posters/flyers for outreach before holidays - Emily to put together 

flyers/posters for next meeting so PC can post locally by early December. 

i. Additional posting ideas:

1. Ask Liz to post on Facebook page and front porch forum. 

2. Flyers for Montgomery Elementary school parents (student 

handouts). 

3. Suzanne’s newsletter - (end of November, beginning of December). 

Alyssa to make intro for Emily. 

4. Option to put together a press release for the St. Albans Messenger, 

may or may not be posted depending on space available in paper. 

Emily to put together a press release for PC to review.

5. December Craft show at Montgomery Elementary

6. Winter farmers market

7. Emily can put out poster board in front of Grange the day before if it’s 

on Tuesday (Jan 14). 

5. Plan for Zoning Administrator annual review. 



 Alissa to reach out to Kim about conducting review together. Alissa will contact Ellen 

to see when Ellen is available (with two weeks' notice) and will plan to follow the 

format of previous performance review.

6. Public comment. 

 None

7. Other business.

 Patrick - Wednesday November 6th, Montgomery Conservation committee is hosting 

flood resilience presentation which could be of interest to Zoning Commission. 

Overlaps with PC interests for zoning - new housing developments. 

8. Future agenda items.

 Review of outreach materials

 Review presentation updates for outreach based on recent developments. 

 Update on review for Zoning Administrator Review

Meeting Adjourned 7:07

Meeting Minutes submitted by Narissa Furtado-Cordeiro, Planning Commission Secretary 
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